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Fighting 
service 


Parents of disabled children 
who can rarely find a solici- 
tor trained in education law 
to help them fight local 
authority decisions will gain 
from a national service 
launched last month. 

The Education Law Advi- 
sors’ Service (ELAS) will bring 
together solicitors and educa- 
tion advisors to promote good 
practice and train solicitors. By 
working together, members 
also hope to produce proposals 
and press for improvements in 
the law covering special educa- 
tion, schooling issues and fur- 
ther education. 

Education advisor Jenny 
Hall, formally of the Advisory 
Centre for Education (ACE) 
and solicitor Jack Rabinowicz, 
who specialises in education 
law, initiated the idea and 100 
lawyers, including local author- 
ity lawyers, are interested. 

Parents who make use of a 
trained solicitor will still face 
paying a fee, for legal aid is 

Continued on page 2 


Government 
must outlaw 
discrimination 


The Government is under heavy pressure to outlaw 
discrimination against disabled people. Fresh calls for 
anti-discrimination legislation came from disability 
groups and an independent think tank last month. 


At a London conference 
organised by RADAR and 
MENCAP, Employment Sec- 
retary Michael Howard was 
openly lobbied for a change in 
policy. 

RADAR director Bert 
Massie said: “Anti-discrimina- 
tory legislation is needed 
because it can regulate the 
behaviour of employers. This is 
important when a lot of dis- 
abled people don’t even get 
interviews because employers 
assume they can’t do the job.” 

MENCAP chairman Sir 
Brian Rix said: “I believe very 
strongly that anti-discrimina- 
tory legislation is needed 
because it would change peo- 
ple’s attitudes and make it 
impossible for people to say in 
adverts that disabled people- 
need not apply.” 

Both Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats have pledged to 
introduce _anti-discrimination 
legislation if they win the next 
election, Sir Brian said. “We 
are now looking to The Gov- 
ernment to do the same.” 


Meanwhile a new _ report 
from the independent, left-of- 
centre Institute for Public Pol- 
icy Research (IPPR), called on 
the Government to introduce a 
law that would tackle: 

*Direct discrimination = - 
where some people are treated 
less favourably than _ others 
because of their disability 

*Indirect discrimination - 
where a job, service or facility 
is made available subject to a 
condition which makes it 
harder for disabled people to 
qualify than able-bodied people 

*Unequal burdens - where a 
handicap is imposed on a dis- 
abled person by the social and 
physical environment. 

Equal Rights for Disabled Peo- 
ple also calls for a special com- 
mission to enforce the new law 
and promote equal opportuni- 
ties for disabled people. 

Anna Coote of the IPPR 
said:““There are some 285,000 
disabled people who were not 
in work last year but wanted to 
be. The legislation is needed 

Continued on page 2 


Close hospitals now 


People with learning diffi- 
culties went to Downing 
Street last month and held 
demonstrations across the 
country. They were calling 
for the closure of mental 
handicap hospitals. 
Supporters of Values Into 
Action (VIA), a national cam- 
paign group for people with 
learning difficulties, gathered 
outside hospitals in Blackburn, 


’ Cockermouth, Epsom, Leeds, 


Nottingham, Radlett and Roys- 
ton. 

They believe people with 
learning difficulties should have 
their own home, so each hospi- 
tal was presented with a large 
gold key. Demonstrators then 
read out accounts of what life is 
like inside. 


The VIA handed in a letter 
to the Prime Minister. It called 
for more funding for commu- 
nity care and a Government 
commitment to the right of 
people with learning difficulties 
to live as citizens in the com- 
munity. 

VIA director Steve Dowson 
said: “It is ironic that at a time 
when there is so much talk 
about citizens’ rights there are 
almost 30,000 innocent people 
kept in institutions. 

“These people are deprived 
of almost all their rights and 
are not recognised as citizens. 

“Although numbers in hos- 
pitals have halved, progress is 
now being halted and we fear 
the process could even be 
reversed.” 


2 NEWS 


lan makes DSS see sense 


A man who has lost his arms 
and legs has finally been given 
permanent mobility allowance 
(MA) after a three year battle. 

Ian Smith, 21, from Kent 
was first assessed for MA in 
1988 when he lost his limbs 
after an accident at work. 

He was given MA, but the 
Department of Social Security 
told him he would have to re- 
apply in two years time so doc- 
tors could reassess him. 

“I was shocked,” said Ian. 
“Tt seemed very unfair. They 
seemed to think that I would 
suddenly improve in two years 
time.” 

He appealed and was given 
the allowance for three years 
but he was still not satisfied. “I 
did not want to be in the situa- 
tion where they could keep 
reassessing me. It was very 
unsettling.” 

Last month he was given the 
benefit until 2049. “It’s a great 
relief,” said Ian. “It was quite a 
fight but well worth it in the 
end.” 


Ian and mum Margaret. SOLO SYNDICATION AND LITERARY AGENCY LTD/DAILY MAIL 


New benefit looks set 
to be “poverty trap” 


The Government’s new Dis- 
ability Working Allowance is in 
danger of becoming a poverty 
trap rather than a bridge into 
paid employment, The Spastics 
Society warned last month. 

DWA, due to come into 
force next April, will top up 
the wages of disabled people in 
work so they can take low paid 
jobs without losing out. 

Many people will have to 
undergo a test proving they are 
disadvantaged in getting work. 
For some, this will be done 
every six months. 

Brian Lamb, head of cam- 
paigns at the Society, said: 
“Because of the strict qualify- 
ing rules, the loss of other ben- 
efits and the very low rates, 
DWA will have an extremely 
low take-up, and a high level of 
unsuccessful claims. The Gov- 
ernment is unlikely to meet its 
own limited target of 50,000 
people on the new benefit. The 


Fighting service 
Continued from page 1 


usually available only if a case 
goes to court. 

But under the new Children 
Act, coming into force this 
month, legal aid can be granted 
on the basis of the child’s 


income. 
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can advise parents of disabled 
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particularly about education. 


The Statement Advisory Ser- 
vice is backed by the Treng- 
weath Trust. 
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Discrimination 
Continued from page 1 


because work places, schools, 
colleges and transport systems 
and public buildings routinely 
exclude disabled people or 
make it difficult to lead normal 
lives.” 

The conference, “Real Jobs 
for Real Money”, highlighted 
employment and disability as 
“the issue of the 90s”, pointing 
out that disabled people are 
four times more likely to be 
unemployed than people with- 
out disabilities. 

But Mr Howard has no plans 
to introduce legislation: “I 
don't think it would be an 
effective way to deal with the 
problem. There are clear cut 
differences between anti-dis- 
criminatory legislation on the 
grounds of disability and law 
against against race and sexual 
discrimination, which are more 
straightforward and clear cut.” 

He was “sceptical” about 
how successful America’s anti- 


discriminatory legislation will 
be, but promised to monitor its 
progress and, if it was success- 
ful, learn from their approach. 

Updating the conference on 
the progress of the Govern- 
ment’s review of employment 
services for people with dis- 
abilites, he was "particularly 
encouraged" by employer 
response to the new disability 
symbol, calling it “a better 
route to securing employer 
commitment than legislation. 
Indeed, there is a danger that 
legislative provision becomes 
an excuse for avoiding the real 
work which must be under- 
taken to promote positive poli- 
cies and spread good practice.” 

The Minister said he was 
planning no changes to the 
quota system (every firm with 
more than 20 employees must 
employ 3 per cent registered 
disabled people), but he would 
keep it under review. 

He announced the Govern- 
ment’s aim to give all unem- 
ployed people with disabilities 
an offer of a place on one of its 
training or employment pro- 
grammes. “This means dis- 
abled people have a new 
priority in our programmes 
they have not had before.” 

Commenting on the speech, 
RADAR’s assistant director 
Mary Holland said: “I am dis- 
appointed that the inadequate 
quota system is to stay as it is 
when disability organisations 
have called for it to be 
strengthened and enforced. 

“It is nonsense for him to 
say there are insurmountable 
problems in introducing the 
legislation. He does not seem to 
understand why legislation is 
needed so urgently and his atti- 
tude emphasises the_need for 
disability groups to redouble 
their efforts to get the legisla- 
tion on the statute book.” 


See also page 3. 


regulations show that DWA is 
in danger of becoming a 
poverty trap rather than a 
bridge into paid employment.” 


* The Government has 
changed the rules on payment 
of unlimited benefits arrears. 

Under the old Regulation 72, 
payment was made where offi- 
cials had been at fault. 

Under the new Regulation 
64A payment will be made: 
“where, at the time of making 
the decision under review, the 
adjudication authority had 
before it specific evidence rele- 
vant to a claim but failed to 
take it into account; or, where a 
member of staff of the depart- 
ment failed to submit a docu- 
ment or record containing 
evidence to the adjudication 
authority which determined the 
question; or, where an adjudi- 
cation officer has overlooked or 
misconstrued a provision in 
legislation or case law.’ 

The new rule was to come 
into force on 11 September. 
After some organisations - 
including the Northern Ireland 
Council on Disability (NICD), 
the Belfast Law Centre and 
Strathclyde Regional Council - 
took adverts telling people to 
get their claims in immediately, 
the DSS changed the deadline 
to 31 August. NICD called the 
action “churlish and disingenu- 
ous.” 
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BCODP pushes for 
anti-discrimination 


Anne Rae reports 

The British Council of Organi- 
sations of Disabled People 
' (representing over 70 organisa- 
tions) celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with the launch of 
an anti-discrimination cam- 
paign and a report revealing 
institutional discrimination 
against disabled people. 

John Evans, chairing the 
AGM in Manchester last 
month, said: “It is crucial all 
our member organisations get 
behind this campaign, which is 
undoubtedly the most impor- 
tant challenge we have taken 
on. 
“We have to build on the 
success of American disabled 
people in achieving their Amer- 
icans with Disabilities Act. So 
we are pleased to have Mike 
Auberger, American  cam- 
paigner, as our guest speaker. 
Until we gain such legislation 
(in Britain), we will remain sec- 
ond class citizens.” 

Three speakers looked at the 
way forward. 

Vic Finkelstein, first chair- 
person of the BCODP, said the 
segregation of disabled people 
from mainstream society 
reflected the apartheid in force 
against black people in South 
Africa. He warned _ that 


BCODP must ensure that the 
legislation it got was the legisla- 
tion it wanted on which to 
build the emancipation of dis- 
abled people. 

Mike Auberger of ADAPT- 
said that the American legisla- 
tion had taken eight and a half 
years of relentless struggle by 
disabled Americans, with 
repeated acts of civil disobedi- 
ence. He stressed that disabled 
people must learn to demand 
human rights and be prepared 
to fight long and hard to take 
them. No one would give them. 

Lucille Lusk, new BCODP 
co-chairperson (with Jane 
Campbell), welcomed the 
report, a digest of a consider- 
able body of research: “This 
report lays to rest once and for 
all that disability is a medical 
matter. Now I call on all organ- 
isations for disabled people to 
nail their colours to the mast of 
the anti-discrimination flagship 
and support the campaign with 
financial help.” 


Disabled People in Britain and 
Discrimination: A Case for Anti- 
Discrimination Legislation by 
Colin Barnes, £11.25 (inc p&p) 
from BCODP, St Mary's 
Church, Greenlaw Street, Lon- 
don SEI8 SAR, in October. 


All chained up: Tracey Booth and Mike Kender stop the bus in Oxford Street. 


TIM RUSSELL 


Nine arrests in Oxford Street 


Nine disabled people were 
arrested in London last month 
during a demonstration for 
accessible transport. 

They were charged with 
obstructing the highway and 
were due to appear in court on 
30 September. 

More than fifty disabled peo- 
ple in’ wheelchairs blocked 
Oxford Street for almost an 
hour, including veteran Ameri- 
can campaigner Mike 
Auberger. Others chained 
themselves to buses and were 
freed by policemen using hack- 
saws. 


The Campaign for Accessi- 
ble Transport (CAT), which 
organised the protest, said it 
would continue its policy of 
direct action. 

At its first demo in Oxford 
Street last September 14 people 
were charged with obstruction, 
but charges were then dropped. 

CAT spokeswoman Tracey 
Booth, one of the demonstra- 
tors charged, said: “The 
response from the public has 
been tremendous. The vast 
majority supported us. We will 
not give up until the Depart- 
ment of Transport sets dates 


and targets for the introduction 
of fully accessible transport.” 

Ruth Bailey, from Camden, 
who chained herself to a bus, 
said: “Without friends to give 
you a lift or owning your own 
car you cannot get around Lon- 
don. It’s unfortunate it has 
come to this, but you have to 
do something.” 

A London Regional. Trans- 
port spokesman said: “We are 
striving hard to provide an 
accessible service, but mechani- 
cal and operational problems 
make this impossible at pre- 
sent.” 
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4 NEWS 


Lib Dems blaze the trail in Bournemouth 


The Liberal Democrats came 
of age last month with the for- 
mation of their own disability 
group and a new policy on sub- 
titling which leaves the other 
parties trailing. 

Their new group, which will 
advise the party’s policy com- 
mittee on disability, has set up 
a steering committee of 14 dis- 
abled people. It will decide on 
a name at its first meeting in 
London this month. 

The Liberal Democrats also 
announced that all their party 
political broadcasts will have 
open subtitling (where every- 
one can see them) on BBC2 
and closed subtitling (for peo- 
ple who have Teletext) on 
ITV. They are also negotiating 
with BBCI to get closed subti- 
tling on there as well. 

The Conservatives and Lib- 
eral Democrats have had open 
subtitling on BBC2 before, but 


Malcolm Bruce 


If MP Malcolm Bruce’s head 
isn’t spinning, it should be. In 
three hours at the Liberal 
Democrats’ conference he went 
to a debate on NHS trusts, 


this is the first time any party 
has had closed subtitling on the 
main channels. 

Their election rallies are to 
have induction loops and sign 
interpreters, and the party 1s 
investigating how to make its 
manifesto more accessible by, 
for example, putting it into 
braille or on tape. 

Deaf Accord director, Jane 
Oberman said: “We're 
delighted the Liberal 
Democrats have made such an 
unequivocal commitment and 
are recognising the importance 
of providing access for thou- 
sands of deaf and hard of hear- 
ing voters. We hope the other 
parties will soon follow suit.” 

Pat Atherton from Waltham- 
stow helped to set up the new 
disability group. “When dis- 
ability comes up people leave 
the hall. It’s not seen as an 
important issue. We want to 


raced off to a meeting about 
European federalism, did three 
minutes with TV-AM on hung 
Parliaments, and arrived 
breathless for an interview with 
DN about his daughter Caro- 
line, 14, who is deaf. 

The chaos was fitting: his 
daughter’s disability has had a 
profound effect on his life but 
it has never consumed his 
political career. 

Adopted as a parliamentary 
candidate for the Liberal Party 
in 75, he became MP for Gor- 
don in Aberdeenshire in ’83. 

He was. president’ of 
Grampian's National Deaf 
Children’s Society branch from 
1986-89, and is now one of the 


national vice-presidents. 


make it one.” 

Beth Gee from Beckenham 
added: “We don’t want to be 
called to speak because we are 
disabled. We want to be called 
because the issues we raise are 
important and because of the 


Signers get paid £90 a day 
plus expenses. 


His 1991 Deaf Persons: 
Access to Further and Higher 
Education bill highlighted how 
deaf people are kept out of 
education because they don’t 
get the assistance they need. As 


PROFILE 
ee 


a private members bill it had 
little chance of succeeding but 
that wasn’t the point, according 
to Mr Bruce. “It is something 
you can wave in the air and say 
‘Here’s a piece of legislation 
that could do a lot of things.” 

This “quiet diplomacy” is 
not the only trick he has up his 
political sleeve. For example, 


expertise we can bring to bear.” 

Beth Gee, a wheelchair user, 
will report to the conference 
committee on accessibility at 
the Bournemouth International 
Centre and Highcliff Hotel, the 
fringe meeting venue. The con- 
ference hall was accessible and 
sign language interpreters cov- 
ered all the debates. But some 
people had problems with the 
ramps in the exhibition area, 


and one woman fell off when: 


her chair tipped over. 

In a debate on “The Rights 
of Older People” delegates 
voted to: scrap standing 
charges for gas and electricity; 
remove installation and rental 
charges for phones; provide 
“adequate support for informal 
carers within the home”; make 
a “substantial”. increase in basic 
pensions; double the (£10 
Christmas bonus; and ban age 
restrictions in job ads 


he got into the newspapers in 
March when he - silently 
mouthed part of his speech to 
show MPs what deaf people 
have to put up with without 
basic help such as interpreters. 

And when the local Conser- 
vative council tried to back 
down from a (£1 million 
rebuilding of his daughter’s 
school (Aberdeen School for 
the Deaf) he wrote asking them 
to reconsider and they did. 

He is separated from his wife 
but sees his son and daughter 
regularly. “Caroline is fairly 
extrovert and a typical adoles- 
cent who goes through ups and 
downs, thinking life is terrible 
at times and being deaf is 
awful. Of course it is, but the 
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1 iberal 
Democrats 


On the fringe, RADAR and 
MENCAP launched “Equal 
Voices - Equal Choices: a char- 
ter for disabled citizens” which 
included demands for a com- 
prehensive disability income, 
accessible public transport, and 
equal access to training and 
education. 

The Disability Manifesto 
group pushed their “Agenda 
for the 1990s” (DN, July) to 
around 50 delegates including 
David Belotti MP and sent it 
out to all prospective parlia- 
mentary candidates. 


For the Liberal Democrats’ dis- 
ability group, contact Pat Ather- 
ton, tel: O81 521 2747. 


frustration for her is that she is 
temperamentally a chatterbox, 
extrovert and sociable, but of 
course she can’t mix very well 
with hearing people so she is 
very restricted.” 

Caroline uses British Sign 
Language, lip reads, and has 
some speech. He has taken part 
1 of BSL. “We do communi- 
cate. It’s easy when it’s 
straightforward things. It’s 
only when you start to discuss 
theories, ideas and concepts, 
like what’s going on in Russia, 
that it’s sometimes difficult for 
her to explain things.” 

He is protective towards her. 
“T’ve had one or two Press peo- 
ple asking to interview us but 
Ive always said it’s up to her. 
Her attitude is that she’ll do it 
on the grounds that it is going 
to help other deaf people, and 
as long as it’s done sympatheti- 
cally Also, I don’t want to do 
too much in case people think 
I’m exploiting my deaf daugh- 
ter for my own self-advance- 


ment. I think people 
understand that is not the 
case.” 

He has never been the 


party’s disability spokesman. “I 
made a very early decision that 
the disability I knew about was 
deafness and I was really going 
to concentrate on that because 
‘disabled people’ is a big sub- 
ject. Being deaf is quite differ- 
ent from having no legs and 
the problems are different.” 
He is proud of his party’s 
record on deaf issues. They 
were the first, for example, to 
bring sign language interpreters 
into conferences. But he knows 
this is not enough. “Although 
it is important for parties to 
involve deaf and disabled peo- 
ple in the debate so they can 
understand what is being pro- 
posed, question it and make 
their own judgements, it is a 
much wider issue than that. 
People also need access to jobs, 
entertainment and lots of other 
things as well.” 
Alison Rowat 


NEWS 5 


SEEMS 
IN BRIEF 
REGS | 


Fraser fundraising 


The Fraser Group, an indepen- 
dent financial services com- 


pany, gave The _ Spastics 
Society £75,000 last month to 
mark the start of a new 


fundraising partnership. 

The Fraser Group will offer 
free, independent financial 
advice to the Society’s staff, 
members or anyone who knows 
them via a telephone hotline. 

In return for business gener- 
ated, the Group will make per- 
centage-based donations to the 
Society. 


Hotline, tel: 0800 269023. 


Lin goes homeopathic 


Lin Berwick, 
DN's telephone 
3 counsellor who 
advises people 
on personal 
jand spiritual 
problems, is 
now learning to fix things the 
homeopathic way after becom- 
ing the the first blind person 
to be given a £500 scholarship 
by the British Institute of 
Homeopathy. 

After completing the corre- 
spondence course, which could 
take two to three years, Lin 
will be registered as a home- 
opath and will be able to 
advise people on treatment. 


Mencap member John Collins joined Steve Wilcox, Alan Barnes and Ian Roland in a London 


practise session before jetting off to climb the 18,000 feet Mount Elbrus in Georgia last 
month. To sponsor the team write to MENCAP, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1 ORT. 


Charities cut jobs and start charging 


The RNID is to make 33 staff 
redundant to try and reduce a 
£1 million deficit. 

Chief executive Stuart 
Etherington said: “I regret that 
the particular economic climate 
has forced us to make these 
savings, and in particular, I 
regret the loss of staff. Our 
prime consideration has been 
to ensure the future financial 


stability of the Institute and to 
protect the key services that we 
offer to deaf people.” 

In another move, the RNIB 
is to charge for the recording 
and borrowing of tapes from its 
library. People will get the first 
20 free. After that, each tape 
will cost £1, up to a maximum 
of £150. Students will still get 
theirs free and there will be a 


wider range of grants for peo- 
ple who can’t afford to pay. 

A spokesman said: “It costs 
around £300 to record the 
average length book and £40 to 
£60 to lend this book to one 
person. This is an enormous 
amount of money, especially as 
we get no money from central 
government towards the costs 
of providing the service.” 


School 
scandal 


The National Autistic Society 
(NAS) wants the Government 
to introduce new guildelines to 
regulate the education of chil- 
dren with autism following the 
Scotforth House court case. 
Brenda Ford, headmistress 
of Scotforth House special 
school, pleaded guilty last 
month to three charges of cru- 
elty at Preston Crown Court. 
Nursery assistants Mary 
Milnes of Lancaster and Mau- 
reen Robinson of Heysham 
each admitted a single charge 
of assault occasioning bodily 
harm on a child. The case has 
been adjourned for reports. 
Lancashire County council, 
which runs Scotforth House, 
has announced an investigation. 
NAS _ executive director 
Geraldine Peacock said: “We 
have long recognsied the vul- 
nerability of autistic children 
and are concerned that there 
are no legislative guidelines for 
local authorities to establish the 
mechanisms for effective care 
and teaching of these children. 
As a small charity our resources 
are too limited to tackle all the 
issues alone without national 
funding, so we urge the Gov- 
ernment to establish a firmer 
framework for meeting these 
children's educational needs.” 


TEAMWORK 


Your Skill - Our Strength 


Two of the most successful nursing aids to have been developed in recent years, 


is ee. 


ig 


the Sargeg ad the Dex 


carers and our designers. 


SARA 


Raise your patients to a standing position quickly, 
omfortably and without fuss with the Arjo Sara. It 
llows clear access to clothing prior to toiletting, as 
well as safe transfer between bed, wheelchair and 
‘commode etc. The patient's confidence is increased 
as he is securely supported in a standing position by 
the padded sheepskin covered sling. 


DEXTRA 


This unique hoist has specially contoured slings 
with built in head support which provide 
exceptional comfortable support. The Dextra's 
tilting facility ensures that the patient's weight is 
evenly distributed, and that the sling will not cut in 
or chafe. Patients can be lifted from bed to chair f 
with the minimum of effort - even from the floor L 


when required. 


ARJO-MECANAIDS 
(an0) 


tra, are the direct result of teamwork between 


> 


Part of Winning Team. ie 


_B 0452 - 500200 resins 
FAX 0452 - 525207 eS 


ARJO MECANAIDS 
ST. CATHERINE STREET GLOUCESTER GL] 2SL | 


1 
1POSTCODE 


Lis 
Contact Arjo Mecanaids for full information and a free 
demonstration. 


1 
IFREEPOST St. Catherine Street, Gloucester GL1 2BR (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
{PLEASE SEND ME FURTHER INFORMATION ON ON ARJO SARA & DEXTRA 


_ 


TELEPHONE 


1Q. NEW BUILDING O EXISTING BUILDING (please tick appropriate box) p nowyjo9) | 
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6 BREAKTHROUGHS 


diabetes by _ transplanting 
insulin-producing cells from a 


Diabetes 
trial: latest donor pancreas will be success- 
2 ful. 


In August, surgeons at 
Leicester Royal Infirmary, led 
Professor Peter Bell, 


Doctors are confident that the 
first British attempt to cure — by 


MORE NEW ITEMS 


B229 COMFORT 
COMMODE 


® Padded seat for comfort 
® Optional 

Back Rest 

® Stackable 


B227 DELUXE 
COMFORT 
COMMODE 


® Adjustable in Height and 
Width 


® Drop away arms 


flat for storage 


HOMECRAFT SUPPLIES LIMITED 
Low Moor Estate, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, 
Notts. NG17 7JZ 

Tel: (0623) 754047 (4 lines) Telex: 85201 
Fax: (0623) 755585 


Customised 


injected over 400,000 cells into 
the stomach of a 40-year-old 
diabetic woman. The cells tray- 
elled through the hepatic vein 
to the liver and are now pro- 
ducing insulin. The operation 
proved so successful that the 
patient’s insulin injections have 
already been cut by a third. 
Professor Bell said: “If all 


PATRICK BAGLEE 


‘goes to plan, it is hoped the 


patient will be able to live with- 
out any injections at all. 

“But we will have to wait a 
little longer to find out if the 
cells can produce enough 
insulin of their own. If they 
don’t, we may have to trans- 
plant some more cells.” 

For the time being, trans- 
plants will be given only to 
patients who have already had 
kidney or other transplants 
because they are already taking 
drugs to prevent rejection. 

A spokesman for the British 
Diabetic Association, which 
funds Professor Bell’s research 
project, said: “This work is 
very exciting, although we have 
to stress that it is only a trial. It 
may be several years before all 
diabetics will benefit from it 
because of the problems of 
rejection. But if it is successful, 
the operation will be a major 
breakthrough.” 


NISSAN 


British Telecom is developing a new “hands-free” payphone 


for people who find it difficult to lift receivers. To make a 
call, you raise a lever on the side of the box. This puts the 
phone “on-line” and activates a microphone to amplify your 
voice. Instead of lifting the handset, you speak in the direc- 
tion of the box. BT says it will be available in early 1992. 


Of mice and 
muscular 
dystrophy 


Scientists believe they may be 
able to treat one form of mus- 
cular dystrophy by injecting a 
gene into patients’ muscle cells. 

Duchenne’s muscular dys- 
trophy (DMD), which affects 
one in 3,500 males, is caused 
by a DNA defect that stops the 
production of the protein dys- 
trophin. It leads to a gradual 
weakening of muscles and pre- 
mature death. 


Scientists have discovered 
that when the dystrophin gene 
is injected into the muscles of 
mice which have the same 
genetic defect as people with 
DMD, the missing protein 
appears in the muscle fibres. 

Researchers from  Guy’s 
Hospital, London, and Wiscon- 
sin University, USA, expect to 
start testing similar techniques 
on children with DMD within 
ten years. 

But before they can do this 
they must find a way of deliv- 
ering the genes to the muscle 
cells that need it, as it would be 
impossible to inject every mus- 
cle in the body individually. 


* VERSA x 


— 


mobility 
for the less 
mobile 


—————————————— 


Introducing the VERSA, A vehicle designed 
specifically with the less mobile in mind. 
With built-in versatility, the VERSA offers 

a variety of features designed to cater for 
very special needs. 

By using different combinations of seating 
arrangements, up to four able-bodied 
passengers may be easily accommodated 
together with two wheelchair-bound 
passengers. Alternatively, up to five able- 
bodied passengers may be seated with a 
single wheelchair-bound passenger. 


UNIQUE TO 


* PETROL 


£8995 


* DIESEL 


£9495 


PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY, NUMBER PLATES AND 
ASSUMES EXEMPTION FROM ROAD FUND LICENCE 


All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief Form 
VAT and Car Tax as amended in the 1983 Acts. 


CONTACT HOWARD SAMUELS 
OR JOHN LEACH 


ALL ASPECTS OF MOTABILITY 


EXTRAS PACK 
2 x SUNROOFS 
STEREO /RADIO CASSETTE 
WITH 4 SPEAKERS 
3 YEAR WARRANTY 
3 YEAR FULL R.A.C. COVER 


£795 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
£300 
ELECTRIC TAIL LIFT 


£1200 


CAR CELTTRE 8TO. 
TEL: 051-420-2000 


CATERED FOR WITH PLEASURE 
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The dragon that wants to talk 


On his visit to China last month, Prime Minister John Major emphasised the need for dialogue with the People’s 


Republic. China’s socialist doctrines 
of its disabled people. Planned exch 


-Three years into its first Five 
Year Work Programme for 
disabled people, launched in 
1988 through the influence of 
Deng Pufang, disabled son of 
China’s senior leader Deng 
Xiao Ping, China has become 
the 133rd country to produce 
laws governing the rights of 
disabled people. 

A major landmark in China’s 
legal history, the Social 
Security Law for Disabled 
Persons came into force in 
May. It has fifty separate 
provisions. It also designates 
the third Sunday in May as 
“Help the Disabled Day.” 

For China’s disabled people, 
officially estimated at nearly 52 
million, but probably more 
than the entire population of 
the UK, the question remains: 
does this development herald 
practical improvements or is it 
just a glossy wrapping round 
traditional public prejudice? 

According to the Minister of 
Civil Affairs, Cui NaiFu: “The 
law reiterates that disabled 
people enjoy equal rights with 
other citizens and that special 
assistance measures should be 
adopted to ensure their full 
participation in everyday life.” 

His assertion was received 
with mixed emotions - a 
principled call drowned out by 
China’s frantic drive for 
industrial modernisation. 

Announcements about free 
bus travel for blind people, 
now law in 62 cities, cannot 
help “comrades” buffeted 
about in the manic rush for 
spaces, let alone seats. 

The one-child law may be 
relaxed for rural parents of 
disabled children, but 
infanticide and abandonment 
of disabled children are still 
widespread, even in urban 
districts. (The one-child policy 
will inevitably transfer 
responsibility for care from 
family to State. At the moment 
only those without relatives are 
guaranteed State benefits. But 
when communities have no 
brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles 
or cousins, the Communist 
Party will be the only extended 
family in the Chinese nation.) 

The Government’s habit of 
relying on positive propaganda 
- good news, exemplary 
projects - strengthens its 
collective hold on a society 
which often lacks the 
education or experience to 
appreciate the wider problems. 
Still, positive examples in the 
official newspapers often 
indicate real developments that 
will be repeated elsewhere. 

Mental illness, for example, 
was first addressed in the 
national census of 1982 (when 
10 million cases were 
recorded), and since 1985, 
when Chinese legislators began 
formulating mental health 


Western handouts for children in a Shanghai centre. But 


China has something to offer: 5000 years of holistic skill. 


laws, over 500 mental hospitals 
and research institutes have 
been established. 

The advice of the 
international community has 
been welcomed, and last 
October a conference 
sponsored by the World 
Health Organisation and the 
Chinese Ministry of Public 
Health brought experts from 
France, Japan and the USA. 

Positive propaganda also sets 
impeccable standards which 
will impress the outside world. 
But they must be met if China 
is not to lose face. 

In July, for example, the 
China Organising Committee 
for the UN Decade for the 
Disabled called for 
rehabilitation treatment for at 
least 830,000 disabled people 
by September 1993. It also 
reaffirmed that education for 
disabled children should be 
incorporated into the 
compulsory education project, 
and instructed all provinces to 
establish at least one vocational 
training centre before 1992. 

In major cities, more 
government funds are being 
allocated to disabled facilities 
and education centres. Last 
year, China’s first Paralysis 
Hospital opened in the capital, 
Beijing, with army backing, 
and the city government 
announced plans for an extra 
Im yuan (£108,000) a year for 
schools for disabled children. 

Beijing boasts 18 adult 
associations for disabled people 
and officials claim that 64.5 
per cent of disabled children 
attend special school or special 
classes in primary schools. 

Since 1949, however, only 
200 disabled people have 
graduated from further 
education colleges in Beijing 
and even now there are few 
signs of students. 

Despite hindrances to 
academic achievement, large 
numbers of disabled people 
have the chance to improve 


their artistic and athletic skills. 
China’s ambition to be seen as 
a healthy nation and to secure 
a good international sports 
record has helped them. 

The Chinese Association of 
Sports for the Disabled was 
founded in 1983 and organised 
National Wheelchair Games in 
1984 and 1987. By using these 
events as preparation for the 
Seoul Paralympics in 1988 
(where they won 17 gold 
medals), China could go on to 
become Asia’s premier disabled 
sporting nation, taking a 
record 99 golds at the 5th Far 


East & South Pacific Games 
for the Disabled in 1989. 

Because of determined 
Government bidding for 
international sports fixtures, 
the 6th Far East Games will 
be held in Beijing in 1994, and 
China hopes to host the 
Olympics and Paralympics in 
the year 2000. 

In the build-up to these 
events, when the Chinese 
authorities are placed under a 
bright international spotlight, 
we can expect a strong 
campaign to force the Chinese 
people into respecting disabled 
people. 

The increased practical and 
financial support that often 
precedes such events is warmly 
welcomed by those working in 
China’s welfare institutions. 

Restricted by a shortage of 
hard currency, China’s 
contribution to international 
dialogue largely depends on 
promoting “mutually 
beneficial” exchanges, paid for 
by sponsors or in kind - often 
medical theories and practice. 

Chinese healing techniques 
have been developed and 
refined over 5,000 years, and 
now provide the modern 
Chinese with low-cost, drug- 
free treatments for many 
disabling conditions. 

The unique “environmental” 
classification of the human 
body gives acupuncture, 


plus international ambition have already brought some improvements to the lives 
anges of people and information can do more. Rowan Simons reports. 


acupressure, moxibustion, 
“gigong” breathing exercises, 
“tuina” massage therapy and 
Chinese herbalism the basis to 
challenge our own empirical 
theories and bring our 
obsession with the laboratory 
under fresh scrutiny. 

Even with more western 
funding and all the benefits of 
Chinese medicine, positive 
propaganda cannot hide the 
staggering numbers needing 
treatment and education. 

The China Disabled 
Persons’ Federation reported 
last year that 64,000 disabled 
children could now attend 
special schools nationwide and 
new places were being created 
at the rate of 6,300 a year. 
Even with 10,000 new places a 
year, it will take China nearly 
400 years to provide primary 
education for all disabled 
children. 


Rowan Simons 1s director of 
Oriental Relations Ltd (ORL), 
a British-run consultancy which 
advises on Sino-British cultural 
relations and encourages UK 
companies with trading interests 
in China to sponsor projects. 
The first ORL initiative for 
disabled young people will bring 
together China’s biggest 
children’s welfare centre in 
Shanghai and SHAPE East in 
Bedfordshire. Information from 
Jane Prerini, tel: (04865) 2755. 
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Growing straight 
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Staying straight 
e Let our Spa Collection of 
Controller Chairs introduce 
you to the gentle art of 
seating. 
e So versatile they cater for 
anyone, any age and almost 
any disability. 
e Individually made to 
ensure correct posture 
control and maximum ; 
Comfort Backs and seats adjust 
transforming chairs into side- 
e A range of soft practical lying boards, and wedges. 
fabrics (machine washable 
and fire retardent). 
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;OBS 


POS PTY EY RW. OLR KEG 


DISABLED PEOPLE 
= DON’T MISS OUT Em 


JOBS OPEN DAY 


FRIDAY 18th OCTOBER 1991 
NEW WALK CENTRE, KING STREET, LEICESTER LE1 6ZG 


Come and visit this event and get friendly and 
expert advice on: 


@ Jobs and careers @ Completing application forms 
@ Interview preparation @ Interview skills and presentation 


On the day there will be: 
@ Jobs reserved for disabled people only 
® Many national and local employers attending 


® DON’T FORGET @ 
FRIDAY 18th OCTOBER 1991 10.00am - 8.00pm 
@ GOOD ACCESS @ SIGN LANGUAGE & ASIAN LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS 
@ BRAILLE INFORMATION @ CAR PARKING @ CRECHE @ TRANSPORT 

@ VIDEOS @ REFRESHMENTS ... >>>»>>»> AND JOBS 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS Tel: (0533) 527088 VOICE & MINICOM 


EVELS 
ND AT ALLL 
CROSS ALL DEP ARM gs = cpa VOICE & MINICOM 
eAChrE alee me S APPLICANTS ONLY of Mer Services ph ee 
cred FOR ee ersonnel ana evelopment Sec 
jo to Director of PEt Opportunity eter LET 
or writ pecruitment & f Walk Gonng: ve eic lea 30pm weekdays 


welcome 9 


JOBS J 


Leicester C29 ity Council 


Disability Now October 1991 


SPORT 9 


Flying Dutchmen 
beat Brits in final 


Tim Russell reports 

Holland beat Britain 3-0 in the 
final of the Cerebral Palsy Par- 
alympic Qualifying Soccer 
Tournament in August. 

It was the first time a British 
team had reached the final and 
means both nations will com- 
pete in next year’s Paralympics. 

A demonstration match at 
Notts Forest’s- City Ground 
between Holland and The Rest 
of the World kicked off the 
tournament. The 0-0 draw was 
played before Forest’s match 
against Everton and _ was 
watched by over 20,000 fans. 

British coach Bob Fisher 
said: “It was a tremendous 
tournament for Britain. We 
beat Ireland for the first time, 


thrashed America 6-0 and 
made sure of a place at next 
year’s Paralympics. 

“Tt was a tall order to beat 
the Dutch, as they have not 
lost for five years, but we came 
closer than we have in the 
past.” 

The tournament was part of 
Nottinghamshire International 
Festival of Disabled Sport, 
which attracted more than 500 
athletes from 20 nations and 
included events such as the 
European Disabled Volleyball 
Championships. 

As expected, Poland won the 
standing volleyball competition 
and Holland took first prize in 
the sitting competition. Britain 
came sixth in both events. 


Holland takes on Britain and wins, but both finalists will go to Spain in 1992. 


JOHN BIRDSALL 


Crop of golds for swimmers | Scot wins archery 


Britain dominated the Euro- 
pean Swimming Champi- 
onships in August, scoring 23 
gold medals and breaking seven 
world records. 

The championships were 
held in Barcelona, host to the 
1992 Paralympics. 

Chris Holmes, from Kidder- 
minster, was our most success- 
ful swimmer, winning five gold 
medals, a _ silver and two 
bronzes. He said: “It was a 
great event and good prepara- 


lan sails into top spot 


Leicester sailor Ian Harrison 
won the Loefler Trophy at the 
Milton Keynes Sunbird 
Regatta last month. He won all 
five races and is sure to be 
picked for the British disabled 
sailing team later this month. 
“TI was delighted that the 


tion. We swam in the same 
outdoor pool that is to be used 
at the Paralympics.” 

The most successful female 
swimmer was Jane Stidever 
from Leicester who won a hat- 
trick of golds and two silvers. 
She also broke the world record 
for the 200m Freestyle. 

A change in the champi- 
onship’s classification system 
meant that Jane, who has cere- 
bal palsy, was able to compete 
against other disabled swim- 


weather was so calm and still 
because it gave me an advan- 
tage over my rivals,” said Ian, 
who raced in a 16ft, single- 
handed Sunbird boat. 

Sheffield’s Ken James came 
second, while Alan Smith from 
Leeds took third. 


Bowlers hit the greens 


Thirteen clubs from England, 
Scotland and Wales took part 
in the Lowestoft International 
Bowls Tournament for Blind 
and Visually Handicapped Peo- 
ple last month. 


Terry Pyke, from West Sus- 
sex, won the B1 competition 
for totally blind players. The 
B4 event for partially sighted 
players was won by London’s 
David Mears. 


names. 


Hove. Tel: 0273 208934 


Why not visit... 
19 


a major Exhibition of Daily Living Opportunities featuring 
Disablement Equipment and Services including many leading 


Hove Town Hall - East Sussex. November 4th and 5th 1991 
Monday 4th - ‘disABILITY Discovery Day’ 
Tuesday 5th - Service Providers Day. 


Further details from ‘disABILITY 1991’, 3 Rutland Gardens, 


Easy Parking and near Hove Station. 
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mers for the first time. Previ- 
ously she has only been able to 
swim against other athletes who 
have cp. 

“I was pleased to get three 
golds but I feel I can do better 
in the backstroke,”. she said. 
“It was the first time I had 
swum in an outdoor pool and I 
found the sun’s glare affected 
my eyes.I will be training hard 
over the next few months as 
I’m keen to return next year for 
the Paralympics.” 


Danish dressage 


Denmark hosted the 2nd 
World Disabled Dressage 
Championships at the Vilhelm- 
borg Equestrian Centre in Jut- 
land. Although the British 
team failed to win any gold 
medals, several achieved per- 
sonal bests. The most success- 
ful riders were Elizabeth Stone, 
who won a silver medal and 
Bryony Dinnie and Jo Jackson, 
who took bronze. 


Scotland’s Sandy Gregory 
broke his own tournament 
record when he scored 1,128 
points at the National Disabled 
Archery Championships in 
August. 

The two-day event, organ- 
ised by the British Sports 
Association for the Disabled, 
took place at Dunchurch, near 
Rugby. 

Gregory’s winning score was 
four more than he scored at 
last year’s championship and 


enough to win him his second 
successive men’s title. 

Alf Weldon, from Wolver- 
hampton, was runner-up for 
the second year running with 
1,073. 

Scotland’s Alan Corrie was 
third with 1,003. 

Denise Ramsey, from Buck- 
inghamshire, took the women’s 
title with a new record of 
1,025, eight points ahead of 
Karen Newton from the East 


Midlands. 


Ton up for table tennis 


More than 100 table tennis 
players took part in the British 
Sports Association for the Dis- 
abled’s national championships 
in Reading in August. 

The men’s class six title was 
won by Bradford’s David 
Hope, who beat defending 
champion Tim Heaps, from 
Reading, 21-15, 17-21, 15-21. 

Melanie Davis, from 
Wellingborough, won _ the 


women’s class six final, beating 
Ann Smith, 21-17, 14-21, 21- 
18, in an exciting final. 
Southern region won the 
team trophy by six points from 
Yorkshire and Humberside, 
with East Midlands and the 
North West joint third. 
During the tournament, 
eight of England’s top able- 
bodied players gave coaching 
sessions to disabled players. 


THE VERSATILITY OF THE HORACEK 
BUGGY IS AVAILABLE IN THE UK. 


Horacek is a range of superbly versatile rehab buggies from 
Germany. They come with a host of accessories so that each 
buggy can be customised to suit the individual child, whatever 
their handicap or disability. 

¢ Ideal for children between the ages of 1 and 10. 

¢ Lightweight, compact, highly manoeuverable and easily folded. 
© 2 models in a variety of options. 

To find out more about the versatility of a Horacek buggy, contact 
Booster using the coupon below 


(postage is free). Or call us 


horacek 


on the following number. 


Please send me full details of the Horacek buggy, plus the name of my local dealer. 
ORGANISATION 


NAME (mp, MRS, MISS) 
ADDRESS 
POSTCODE 


TEL 


NAIDEX 


FREEPOST this coupon to: Booster, FREEPOST HF 2238, Huddersfield HD3 3LE. 
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10 COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 


MINIBUS 


& ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORT 


/ Richard Armitage 
reports 


The Community ‘Transport 
Association’s (CTA) Annual 
Community Transport Event 
in September packed 41 train- 
ing courses and seminars into a 
four-day programme, plus the 
largest annual indoor exhibition 
of accessible passenger trans- 
port and the Association’s 
AGM and policy debates. 

The Mobility Alliance esti- 
mates that at least 70,000 
minibuses are run by voluntary 
or non-profit organisations in 
Britain, providing millions of 
passenger trips a year. Given 
the size of the market, it is not 
surprising that the show is sup- 
ported by major vehicle manu- 
facturers, such as Volkswagen, 
Leyland Daf and Iveco Ford. 

Even so, the recession had 
taken its toll. Forty-five com- 
panies were there, hanging on 
grimly. But many had to be 
listed “missing, believed dead” 
(LHE, Phoenix, Dormobile, 


MTB, Wise Software, City 
Vehicle Engineering, The 
Crown Suppliers, BSTE), 


whilst others have experienced 
upheavals due to new owner- 


ship (Henderson Mobile, 
Metrocab, Talbot Freeway) or 
factory closure (Reeve 
Burgess). 


With companies being forced 
to look defensively at the short- 
term, investment in people, 
plant, design and development 
is most unlikely to be made. 

Still, there were plenty of 
ideas for creating independence 
and mobility for all. 


Kneeling vehicles 

There were renewed efforts to 
introduce lowering (or “kneel- 
ing”) technology, to give pas- 
sengers a better ride and to try 


EXHIBITION 


and avoid the passenger lift. 


The ex-CVE Omni was 
back, now produced by the 
Omni Bus Company Ltd. 
Some operators claimed it goes 
so low at the rear that drivers 
do not need to use the small 
ramp when assisting wheelchair 
users on board. 

Oughtred and Harrison had 
installed Hubmatik equipment 
on a Renault Master, already 
relatively low-floored due to 
front-wheel drive. 

Paul Cassidy’s Invatravel 
showed a prototype conversion 
of the VW Caravelle, now 
based on the all-new VW 
Transporter (front engined, 
front-wheel drive). Dunlop rear 
air suspension is being tried, 
and Paul has designed a spring- 
loaded, counter-balanced ramp 
for the rear entrance. The price 
of the ramp plus air suspension 
will be lower than the cost of 
fitting a lift. 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 


For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 
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Newcomers to the show, 
Rapidform, offered to fit air 
suspension to existing vehicles. 


Passenger safety 

Following media and consumer 
concern about the absence of 
passenger restraints in 
minibuses, Safety-Fit now 
offers a nationwide, on-the- 
spot service fitting all kinds of 
restraint belts to existing 
minibus seating. Prices from 
£25 (per belt fitted) for a two- 
point static lap belt to £53 for a 
three-point retractable 
“Minibus” lap and diagnonal 
restraint, so there will be a 
ready market. 

Safety-Fit’s literature is 
exceptionally carefully worded: 
these restraints cannot act in 
the same manner as car safety 
belts, as the company cannot 
guarantee the seat nor its fixing 
to the floor. 

To date, the Department of 


Transport has been unable (or 
unwilling) to set standards for 
minibus seat strengths. 

Tehnically, the vehicles and 
equipment now on the market 
have come a long way since the 
International Year of Disabled 
People ten years ago. The 
whole industry has had _ to 
become much more sophisti- 
cated in its approach. 

Nowhere was this more evi- 
dent than on the Unwins stand, 
where the new _ Rearlock 
wheelchair restraint was being 
shown complete with video 
footage of it being crash tested 
at Middlesex Polytechnic. 


Watch your language 
Guest speaker Ann Frye, who 
runs the Department of Trans- 
port’s Disability Unit, opened 
with a broadside against suppli- 
ers and operators still labelling 
vehicles as “ambulances”. 

“It’s insulting, it’s offensive 
and it’s unnecessary,” she said. 
“Please don’t do it. These 


labels have nothing to do with 
providing professional passen- 


ger transport services for peo- 
ple with a mobility handicap.” 

She went on to describe the 
current situation and felt that 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


Quality conversions for: 


Wheelchair driver 
Wheelchair passenger 
Special Needs & Minibuses 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 


Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


or 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 


Pep talk: Ann Frye with (from left) Ed 
surer and Steve Sears, chair of CTA. 


the role of the voluntary sector 
was unlikely to diminish. 

She was severely critical of 
the European Commission’s 
draft Directive on mobility for 
workers with impaired mobil- 
ity: it will provide “some of the 
transport, for some of the time, 
for some of the people.” 

Instead, she envisaged 
“bland general statements” 
being replaced with technical 
legislation on vehicle design 
which would gradually force 
buses, trains and coaches to 
become accessible. 

She welcomed the new CTA 
Advice and Information Line 
(tel or fax: 061-367 8780) 
funded by her Department, 
and looked forward to better 
relations between government 
and the voluntary transport 
sector. 


Experiences of a 
wheelchair user 
For the first time there was a 
two-day seminar for social ser- 
vices transport managers. The 
session on “Transport after 


Passant, CTA trea- 
RICHARD ARMITAGE 


community care: was 
addressed by Jane Tithering- 
ton, a Lancashire Polytechnic 
student, who works as a volun- 
teeer on Preston Community 
Transport’s computer system. 

A wheelchair user, Jane gave 
a graphic picture of her fight ~ 
for independence and _ associ- 
ated mobility. 

Observing that “life goes on 
after four in the afternoon” 
(the time she used to arrive 
home from day care), she pro- 
posed better staff training, 
more flexible booking arrange- 
ments, improved vehicle speci- 
fication and more choice of 
activities and care with the nec- 
essary transport provided. 


Access-minded hotel 
At the Norbreck Castle Hotel 
in Sheffield, staff understood 
customer requirements and 
were extremely helpful. 

The hotel manager turned 
up to the plenary session asking 
for comments about access and 
any other aspect of the venue - 
a sharp contrast to the “we- 
know-best” attitude met at 
some universities in the past. 


Further information from the 
CTA, tel: 061 351 1475. 


Richard Armitage has worked in 
voluntary and non-profit passen- 
ger transport for 13 years and 
was general secretary of the CTA 
1984-1990. 


INDEPENDENCE NOW 11 


Centres of optimism open their doors 


Tim Russell reports on three new centres defying the recession and spending money on jobs, homes and rehabilitation 


Mersey Regional 


Spinal Injuries Unit 


Champagne nd balloons 
marked the official opening of a 
new {£6m centre for people 
with spinal injuries in South- 
port in July. 

The Mersey Regional Spinal 
Injuries Unit's centre in Town 
Lane was paid for by Mersey 
Regional Health Authority. It 
is fully self-contained with its 
own physiotherapy and occupa- 
tional therapy departments and 
is the only spinal injuries cen- 
tre in the country to have its 
own intensive care unit. 

Sophisticated computer 
equipment has been installed to 
let patients do things for them- 
selves, like closing curtains, 
switching lights and the tv on 
and off and, if they are unable 


to speak, to communicate with 
staff, family and friends. 

As the new centre has only 
35 beds, many patients are 
treated from home by the unit's 
nursing and occupational ther- 


apy staff. 
The centre's business man- 
ager, Sandra Cribb, © said: 


“Patients are often treated at 
home until they need surgery 
because of the limited amount 
of beds, but they are well cared 
for and computers and life sup- 
port machines can be installed 
if necessary.” 

Facilities include a gym and 
swimming pool and _ patients 
can take computer courses at 
Southport Technical College or 
go to the sports club. The cen- 
tre also owns a holiday cottage 
in the Lake District for patients 
who need a break. 


Tel: (0704) 547471 


Up and away: users, families, friends and staff prepare for the big balloon launch in July. 
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The Shaw Centre 


Only four months after offi- 
cially opening, The Shaw Cen- 
tre in High Wycombe has 
helped six out of 62 trainees 
find jobs. Many more have had 
work experience. 

The centre gives courses on 
typing, computing, electronics, 
retailing, upholstery and _ life 
and communication skills to 


young disabled people living in 
the Buckinghamshire area. It 
also provides a job club and lit- 
eracy and numeracy training. 

These courses have helped 
trainees get jobs in a local elec- 
tronics firm, a supermarket and 
the arts group Shape. 

The centre, which costs 
£120,000 a year to run, is 
jointly funded by Bucking- 
hamshire County Council, 
Wycombe District Council, the 
Employment Rehabilitation 
Service and the Shaw Trust, 
which was set up eight years 
ago to help people with disabil- 
ities find the right job. 

An advisory group with rep- 
resentatives from local busi- 


Mark Fryer getting a buzz from electronics 


nesses such as Sainsbury’s and 
Asda, meets regularly to make 
sure the centre’s courses pro- 
vide the skills needed locally. 

Trainees are given a 12 week 
assessment course. 

“We get them to have a go at 
everything, and find out what 
they want to do,” said centre 
manager Karen Clarke. “Then 
we draw up a plan of action 
and decide whether they could 
do with some further educa- 


TIM RUSSELL 


tion, need work experience, or 
are ready for a full-time job.” 

Mark Fryer, 26, wants a job 
in electronics, hopefully with 
Instron, a local firm. 

“The centre is brilliant 
because it’s so handy for me,” 
said Mark. “I live locally and 
it’s helping me to get the job I 
always wanted.” 

Andrew Davies, 28, wants to 
get a job in administration. He 
started a business course in 
August to give him the neces- 
sary training. 

“[ve already learnt some 
basic word processing skills at 
the centre,” said Andrew, “but 
I am hoping the extra training 
at college will help me get the 


job I want.” 

Bob Gerhardt, who has been 
blind for 12 years, is a part- 
time instructor at the centre. 
He trains people in social and 
communication skills, takes 
woodwork classes and runs the- 
job club. 

“This is just the sort of job I 
always wanted,” said Bob, who 
took voluntary redundancy 
from his job as an engineer last 
year to join the centre. 

“I took a big risk leaving my 
previous job but it was worth it 
as I am able to provide the 
trainees with the kind of help 
they need. I can relate to their 
problems and give them the 
benefit of my experience.” 

Sainsbury’s area director 
Terence Wigley, who officially 


“The centre is already 
succeeding in doing 
what it set out to do - 
getting real jobs for 
disabled people.” 


opened the centre in May, said: 
“The trainees get a lot out of 
the experience and we are only 
too glad to help.” 

The building used to be a 
workshop for an employment 
training scheme, but was taken 
over by The Shaw Trust last 
summer. The first training 
courses started in November. 

Tim Pape, director general 
of the Shaw Trust, is delighted 
the centre is up and running. 

“It took us six months to 
convert the building. It was a 
hard slog but it’s been more 


than worth the trouble. The 


centre is already succeeding in 
doing what it set out to do - 
getting real jobs for disabled 
people.” 


The Shaw Centre, Lisle Road, 
High Wycombe, Bucking- 
hamshire, HPI3 SSH, tel: 
(0494) 473447. 


Tollgate Road Project 


A new residential project for 
people with visual and other 
disabilities has been opened by 
the Vision Homes Association 
(VHA) in Ludlow, Shropshire. 

The Tollgate Road project 
cost £750,000. The Bromford 
Carinthian Housing Association 
gave £640,000, with the rest 
coming from the VHA. 

It has five bungalows for 15 
people. Three have moved in, 
and three more are to join them 
by October. Residents are 
taught by the 13 staff to cook, 
shop and live independently. 


‘Keep Mobile’ 
Car Insurance for 
People with Disabilities 


They have a communal lounge, 
hobby room and go swimming 
and horse riding. “They are 


- given as much help as they 


require but the aim of the pro- 
ject is to make them as inde- 


pendent as possible,” said 
VHA’s director Ewa _  Ste- 
fanowska. 


VHA was set up five years 
ago by Stephanie Pratt and Pat 
Edwards, who both have sons 
with visual impairments and 
other disabilities. “Our aim is 
to improve the quality of resi- 
dents’ lives by giving them the 
freedom and _ independence 
they deserve,” said Mrs Pratt. 


Tel: 021-455 8868. 


| Guaranteed 
| to save you 
money 


Provides the 
widest cover 
available 
in the UK 


available from 
M.J. Fish & Co. 
-FREEPOST 
PRESTON 
PR2 2BR 
Tel. (0772) 724442 


_ | Please send more information on “Keep Mobile” Car Insurance 
Please send me your leaflet explaining about insurance for people 
with disabilities 


Postcode 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


BT: not so rosy 

You paint an extremely rosy 
picture of benevolent British 
Telecom generously offering 
people with disabilities free 
services (DN, March and 
September). 

It may interest you to hear 
that ARCH, the Advice and 
Rights Project based at the 
Islington Disablement 
Association, has had a 
singularly negative experience 
when working with people in 
order to obtain a free directory 
enquiry service. 

First, there has been much 
disquiet at the nature of the 
initial form. 

Once again, people with 
disabilities have to get 
somebody else to certify that 
they are telling the truth when 
they say they have a disability, 
and that person has to tick a 
listed disability or, if you don't 
fit into the list, then fill in 
your disability under “other”. 

Second, there seems to be a 
long wait, often four to six 
weeks, and in some cases we 
have encountered over 3 
months before you are 
notified. This is an awful long 
while to continue paying for a 
directory enquiry service when 
you are unable to use the 
printed telephone directory. 

Third, and probably most 
important, in our experience 
people turned down for the 
free service receive their 
application form back with a 
scrawled note on the top 
saying “refused” and a rather 
patronising letter enclosing an 


Uncoupled to give wheelchair freedom 


ne Safety First 


Maximum stability for minimal 
weight. Drum brakes incorporating 
“hands-free” stopping, and easy 
steering geometry. Has the TUV GS 
mark for certified safety. 


appeal form which must be 
returned within one month. 
This appeal form quite simply 
authorises BT to contact your 
doctor or hospital consultant 
for more information. When 
asked the reason for rejection, 
BT have explained that it may 
well be because “not 
everybody in the country with 
your disability would be 
unable to use a printed 
telephone directory and 
therefore we would be unable 
to offer you the service.” 

All the cases of rejection we 
have come across occured 
when the “other” box was 
used. We have tried to obtain 
a written set of guidelines as to 
who decides and who is 
entitled to this service. To 
date we have been 
unsuccessful. 

So, once again, here is a 
“free service” we are entitled 
to but have to fight for, and in 
the end the only people's word 
BT will believe are doctors 
and hospital consultants. 
Marie Pye 
Disability Rights Worker 
Islington Disablement 
Association 


London N1 


“We need legislation, not 
half-baked measures” 
I have become 
increasingly 
concerned by 
the campaign 
for the \ 
Government's employment 
symbol. 

The symbol originated from 


[v7 Iransport for 
Two 


A wheelchair user and a 
friend can ride together 
in comfort and style. 
Cycle and wheelchair 
can uncouple with a 
secure quick-release 
catch. 


wT Tailored to 
Fit 


Both wheelchair and 
cycle can be individual- 
ly adjusted to fit. Chair 
gives an optimum 
orthopaedic sitting posi- 
tion, with body weight 
distributed over the 
maximum possible area. 


Neatwork is a company 
specialising in individual 
human powered transport. 


The Lees Stables, 
Coldstream, Berwickshire 
Scotland TD12 4NN 
Tel: 0890 3456 
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Contact us - we'll get you going, and keep you going! 
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the Government’s consultative 
document, Employment and 
Training for People with 
Disabilities. On page 45 it 
states: “The government 
intends to put in place a ... 
symbol which employers could 
use on letterheads, job 
advertisements etc to express 
commitment to good policies 
and practices. There would be 
guidelines on its use. 
Employers themselves would 
judge whether their policies 
and practices met those 
guidelines. It is unlikely that 
an employer who was not keen 
to have applicants with 
disabilities would display the 


symbol.” 


I simply do not believe that 
employment issues should be 
dealt with, at whatever level, 
as charitable. 

I believe that equal access 
to employment, regardless of 
individual and personal 
differences, is a right and not 
an act of benevolence. 

The Government’s 
suggestion that an employer 
who was not keen to have 
applicants with disabilities 
would not display the symbol 
is an acceptance of highly 
discriminatory recruitment and 
selection practices and is 
profoundly offensive. 

Imagine a symbol that 
suggested you were prepared 
to employ women or black 
people, but it was acceptable 
not to use the symbol if you 
were not keen. There would, 
quite rightly, be an uproar. 

Whenever the Government 
grants a symbol to anyone 
suggesting to the public that 
they have good policies and 
practices, eg health and safety, 
they must ensure that these 
symbols have value. 

Where there are few 


guidelines (the Code of Good 
Practice of course), no 
regulations, monitoring or 
evaluation, they are open to 
misuse or abuse. 

I therefore ask myself, will 
the symbol encourage disabled 
people to apply for jobs? 
People with disabilities, like 
other groups, look for the 
statement about equal 
opportunities for the added 
encouragement to apply for 
posts, but above all we expect 
and demand non- 
discriminatory procedures as a 
matter of right, ideally through 
legislation. 

I am sick and tired of this 
lip-service to the training and 
employment needs of people 
with disabilities. We need 
legislation not half-baked 
measures that reflect the 
insincerity of this Government. 
Ruth V Redfern 
Bradford 


Orange sticks? 

As someone who fairly recently 
joined the ranks of the 
disabled, I would be interested 
to know whether the orange 
badge scheme or at least the 
colour orange could be used on 
a more widespread basis. 

For long enough white 
sticks have been associated 
with blind people and I 
wonder whether consideration 
could be given to the idea of 
painting sticks orange or 
attaching reflective orange 
tape, which would indicate 
that the user had a mobility 
problem. 

In my experience, plain 
wooden sticks as issued by 
hospitals do not receive much 
notice from the general 
motoring public. 

Neil Warner 
Middlesbrough 
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Wheelchairs that are 


MADE FOR LIVING 


NEWTON PRODUCTS, the wheelchair manufacturer of 
the 90's, celebrates its Silver Jubilee this year with the 
launch of its new image at 


nudex 9] 


* NEW exhibition stand 
* NEW product literature 


* NEW Companion Deluxe wheelchair 


* NEW Robotic Feeder 


- in collaboration with Keele University 


Many more existing things are in store for existing and 
new customers - from product improvements to a fast 
Spares and accessories service. All backed up by our 
engineering expertise and the teamwork between our 
sales staff and our network of specialist Agents. 


We look forward to seeing you at NAIDEX 
on Stands 240-242. 

NEWTON PRODUCTS, Meadway Works, 
Garretts Green Lane, Birmingham, B33 OSQ. 
Tel: 021-783-6081. Fax: 021-783-5723. 

A manufacturing division of The Spastics Society 
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Bookish blunder 

How good of the Library 

Association to hold a “Books 

for Disability” exhibition in 

London last month. It was 

open all day and the entry fee 

was only £1. 

But all you bookworms 
could be excused for missing 
this opportunity to lounge 
amongst the literature because 
the venue, as it turned out, 
was not accessible to 
wheelchair users. Back to the 
drawing board. 


Sending da boys round 
The Merton Association For 
Independent Access has joined 
forces with Merton and Sutton 
Community Health Council in 
Surrey to produce a sterling 
investigation into the 
accessibility of local hospitals 
(£4.46, Merton and Sutton 
CHC, tel: 081-642 6405). 

If they know what’s good 
for them, the hospitals will 
remedy their mistakes pronto. 
The Merton Association For 
Independent Access isn’t 
known as the MAFIA for 
nothing ... 


Who rattled your cage? 
Trying to get in to Chester 
Zoo proved a bit of a hairy 
experience for a party of 16 
from Strathcona Theatre 
Company, ten of whom were 
disabled people. 

When asked how many 
“patients” there were, 
Strathcona director Joan 
Greening said there were no 
“patients”, just disabled 
people. 

“Well that’s what we call 
them here,” came the reply as 
the assistant swiftly marked 
them down under the 
“children” heading on the 
form so they could get the 
concessionary price. 

According to the North of 
England Zoological Society 
director Dr M R Brambell, 
“There is nothing in the price 
structure that offers 
concessions to people with 
disabilities. Such a generalised 
term would be impossible to 
manage.” 

With attitudes like that, it’s 
no wonder the visitors, never 
mind the animals, go wild. 


The joke’s on him 

What a strain it is being a 
trendy radical. Tom 
Bussmann, who comments on 
the world’s goings on in The 
Guardian, is usually first in the 
queue with the shocking aside 
and the fierce quip. 

What a surprise then to see 
the following under his by-line 
in the Guardian Weekly of 30 
June: “Anyone singing ‘I love 
London so’ in public would be 
regarded as a certified nutter 
bunged out of a bin and put 
into the care of the 
community”. 

One trillion brownie points 
knocked off for that one, Tom. 
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AI VAUXHALLTHERE'S 
MORE TO 
MOBILITY THAN THIS 


Oh the joys of choosing a brand new car. 


Arriving at the showroom only to find yourself 
confronted by a bewildering selection of models. 


And even if there is an obvious choice, there 
may not be a car you can test drive. 


Then there’s the paperwork. 
Alternatively, consider one of the many Vauxhall 
Motability Registered Dealers. 


You'll find there’s always a suitable car to test drive. 
Whether it’s a Nova, Astra or Cavalier. 


You'll be dealing with a specially trained salesman. 
Who knows exactly what discounts you’re eligible for 
(even if your Mobility Allowance has been awarded for 
less than 3 years) and will help you with the paperwork. 

And once you're on the road, you’ll appreciate our 
specialist after sales service. 


For now, either cut out the coupon or telephone 
us on 0582 696332. 


And we'll move swiftly into overdrive. 


| Please send me more information about Vauxhall | 


Motability schemes. (Please tick box) | 
NOVA) ASTRAD CAVALIER CARLTONO 
Name | 


| 
| 
Postcode E | 
Tel: © | 


| 
| 
| Address 
| 
| 
| 


Vauxhall Motability Programme, 


@) VAUXHALL 


Once driven, forever smitten. 


ES DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES. ALL NEW VAUXHALLS ARE COVERED BY VAUXHALL PRICE PROTECTION, WHICH GUARANTEES 
i A R AUTO. PRICE £9,450. CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. INCLUDES CAR TAX AND VAT BUT EXCLUDI 

fe ee ore woos srk PRICE YOU PAY, PROVIDED YOU AGREE TO TAKE DELIVERY WITHIN 3 MONTHS OF THE DATE OF YOUR ORDER OR AS SOON AS THE CAR BECOMES AVAILABLE. WITH EVERY NEW VAUXHALL YOU GET ONE YEAR'S FREE MEMBERSHIP 
= OF VAUXHALL ASSISTANCE, OUR UNIQUE ROADSIDE RECOVERY AND ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT SERVICE. 
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14 CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 


Disabled artists 


Proud Mum: Mrs Marion Hart with Angela's certificate, 


winning design and photo of Angela. 


Winners, runners-up, families, 
enablers, Minister for 
Disabled People Nicholas 
Scott, and the media all made 
their way to the House of 
Commons on Friday 6 
September for the 
presentation of the 1991 
Disability Now Christmas Card 
awards to disabled artists. 

It was hard to keep your 
mind on Christmas as the sun 


4 NAME; 


ADDRESS: 


Send this coupon off today for more information. 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


poured through the windows 
and the guests drank juice 
and wine under the hot lights 
of television crews. 

After searching through 
over 400 entries, the judges 
had found two winners and 
four runners-up. Each winner 
gets a £100 prize and their 
design printed on 10,000 
Xmas cards, and the runners- 
up get certificates. 


The Kelly is a good looking, 
lightweight, foldable buggy 
for children with mild-to- 
moderate physical 
disabilities. 

This versatile buggy 
provides effective 
positioning and support 
without sacrificing comfort 
or appearance. 

Kids will love the “with-it” 
look and smooth ride. 
Parents will love the 
convenience. With its 6” 
front swivel castors and 8" 
rear wheels, it is easy to 
push and folds in seconds. 
The Kelly accommodates a 
variety of sizes of seating 
systems that can be 
changed as the child grows. 


TELEPHONE: 


} Ortho Kinetics (UK) Ltd., Wednesfield, dl 
3 Wolverhampton WV13 3XA. Telephone: 0902 866166 DN 10/91 
yp Al a 
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Winner in the under-18 
section was Lorraine Pugh 17, 
for “Silent Night”. She left 
Craig-y-Parc school in Wales in 
July, and has now started at 
Bridgend Technical College. 

As well as painting, 
Lorraine’s other main hobby is 
“chatting to friends.” Her £100 
prize is going straight into the 
bank to buy Xmas presents. 

The winner in the adult 
section was Angela Hart, 25, 
from Kent for “Angel”. 

- Sadly, Angela died in 
August, but her mother Marion 
was there to pick up her prize. 
“TI am very proud to be here,” 
said Mrs Hart. “Angela would 
have been absolutely thrilled.” 

Angela visited Parliament 
when she was doing A Level 
politics and was involved with 
Greenpeace. As well as being 
an artist, she was also a 
photographer and video maker. 
“Angela came up against so 


many brick walls trying to get a 


career but she just kept going 


“The lively and 
sometimes very bold 
entries spoke to me of 
confidence, not of 
disability”- Richard 
Morphet 


and making people more 
aware,” said Mrs Hart. 

The response in the family’s 
home town of Sheerness has 
been “tremendous” said Mrs 
Hart. “So many people have 
asked for her cards, even 
people I meet in shops.” 

The Freedom Centre, where 
Angela took art classes, is to 
have her design on their cards 
this year and Mrs Hart is 


Thirty-six competitors 
made it to the shortlist, and 
from them the final six were 
chosen. So good were the 
designs that we are printing 
your names. 


Over 18s 

David Ashton, Carlisle 
Ian Barnett, Harrow 

Iris Beckworth, Stevenage 
Trudy Begg, Nottingham 
John Bicknell, Eastcote 
Pauline Clarke, 
Manchester 

Maureen Farish, 
Cockermouth, 

Alan Gordon, 
Downpatrick, Northern 
Ireland 

Rachel Haverfield, 
Twickenham 

David Hewitt, Wirral 
Mary Johanson, Croydon 
Averil Marshall, Cleveland 
June Mills, Northwich 
Madeline Parker, 
Camberwell 

Hazel Parry, Portsmouth 
Michelle Quinn, Harrogate 


Were you shortlisted? 


Marcus Baker receives his certificate from Minister Nicholas Sc 


giving them the £100 prize to 
buy art materials. 

St Giles school in Croydon 
cleared the board in the under- 
18 runners up category with 
Paul Smith’s “Christmas 
World” and Sophia Francis’ 
“Christmas Tree” (see right). 
Sophia, 11, was off on holiday 
but Paul, 13, was given a 
special day off school to come 
to the presentation. 

Drawing ranks alongside 
Crystal Palace football club 
when it comes to Paul’s 
passions. Armed with his 
season ticket, he’s all geared 
up for a year among the rest of 
the fans at Selhurst Park. 


Jason P Rees, Swansea 
Audrey Scotchings, 
Oxford 

Jack Stallard, Brentwood 
Keith Taylor, Brentwood 
Kathleen Ward, Tonbridge 
Peter Warren, King's Lynn 


Under 18s 

Davinia Buckley, 
Broadstairs, Vanessa 
Gillett, Croydon 

Jane Halliday and Lee 
Thomas, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne 

Pejman Hassanian, 
Slough 

Naomi Hine, 
Loughborough 

Gemma Pink, Croydon 
Toby Woodman, 
Basingstoke 


We hope to organise a 
touring exhibition. If we do, 
most, if not all the 
shortlisted work will be 
included. So we are holding 
on to your designs for the 
time being. 


Winner Lorraine Pugh, Minister 
left) with the judges (from left): 


It was a full turnout for the 
runners-up in the adult 
section. “Nativity” was James 
Lankstead’s second attempt at 
the DN Christmas Card 
Competition. James, 44, from 
Runcorn in Cheshire, also 
makes Xmas cards for a local 
church, St Stephens in 
Liverpool, as well as writing 
for the church magazine. 

His full-time job is looking 
after his mum and dad who 
are both “semi-invalid.” 

Marcus Baker’s picture, 
“Snowscene”, attracted a lot of 
attention for its precision and 
stunning simplicity. Marcus, 
22, from Hampton House in 
Northampton, is unable to use 
his arms or legs. Instead, he 
used a head pointer to create 
his design on a BBC computer 


now their ability 


Snowscene", 


then gets ready for a practical demonstration. 


is Scott and Spastics Society chairman Derek Ashcroft (second 
ilkinson, Valerie Lang, Adam Reynolds and Richard Morphet. 


and printed it by separating 
the colours on screen and 
overprinting with different 
coloured ribbons. 

His computer had also been 
busy printing a letter to the 
Minister highlighting how 
little there is for disabled 
adults to do. He wrote: “I 
think it is good that children 
have a good education, but 
there is nothing after that, and 
every year the tv has Children 
in Need. What about adults in 
need?” 

After welcoming Nicholas 
Scott and the visitors, Valerie 
Lang MBE, a member of the 
Spastics Society’s executive 


Runner-up (left): James 
Lankstead from Runcorn, 
Cheshire, with his bold 
"Nativity" and certificate. 


CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 15 


council and one of the judges, 
said to the winners: “You 
should be terribly proud of 
winning this competition. We 
had over 400 entries which 
were all absolutely splendid. I 
hope you are going to be even 
prouder when you see them 
printed as Xmas cards.” 

She announced, “We hope 
to have an exhibition of a 
selection of the competing 
entries because it would be a 
terrible waste for them not to 
be seen.” 

Before presenting the 
awards, Nicholas Scott 
described the winning entries 
as “fantastic”. “I congratulate 
the winners and, indeed, all 
those who took part in this 
competition. The standard of 
entry is most impressive and 
proves what all those involved 
in promoting the arts for 
disabled people believe - that 
disability need be no bar to 
artistic ability.” 

Over lunch winners could 
meet the men and women who 
had sat “in judgement” 
them: Richard Morphet, 
keeper of the modern 
collection at the Tate Gallery 
London, Adam Reynolds, 
sculptor and DN art critic, 
Valerie Lang, and DN editor 
Mary Wilkinson. 

All praised the quality of the 
designs. Richard Morphet said: 
“T was struck by the 


stimulating variety of the # 


Runner-up Paul Smith (13) and his “Christmas World” 


entrants’ approaches in terms 
of design, concept and 
technique. The lively and 
sometimes very bold entries 
spoke to me of confidence, not 
of disability.” 

Adam Reynolds, who has 
his own gallery, said: “Some 
people might say ‘oh well, it’s 
very good considering’, but 
some of it could easily have 
been done by an expressionist 
artist selling at £20,000 a 


Piece. a 

Spastics Society Chairman 
Derek Ashcroft was all in 
favour of a travelling 
exhibition: “There is no way 
we shouldn’t be publicising 
these sort of talents.” 

Nicholas Scott said any 
artist would say they don’t get 
enough exposure. “But”. he 
added, “this and the Mencap 
exhibition are signs that 
attitudes are changing. 
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@£2.50 


Donation (if you wish) 


Our 1991 Christmas cards are designed by 
disabled artists Angela Hart and Lorraine Pugh, 
winners of the DN Christmas Card competition. 
They are printed to a high standard on good 
quality card. Order them now (while stocks last) 


packs of “Angel” by Angela Hart . 


packs of “Silent Night” by 
Lorraine Pugh @£2.50 


CHRISTMAS 
CARDS 


ORDER YOURS NOW 


Only £2.50 (incl. p&p) 
per pack of ten 


for delivery. 


Te Ee LF LCL ET ey ye ed 
| enclose a cheque/postal order made payable 


to Spastics Shops Ltd. 
NAME 
£ ADDRESS 
f Vicker Msennel, 
jotal £2" POSTAL CODE 


or buy them at the DN stand, No. 391 at Naidex, 
Alexandra Palace, London, 9-11 October. Send 
your order to: Tracy Scollin, Disability Now, 12 
Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. Allow 21 days 
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Outsiders by the 
Collar and Tie 


Theatre Company 
and Other Voices 


Directed by Richard Hayhow 
and described in the 
programme as a “fantasy”, 
Outsiders shows the main 
characters setting up an 
alternative way of living 
because they feel outside 
“normal” society. 

Half the cast were people 
with learning difficulties, with 
the other half being non- 
disabled performers. 

Sometimes it took a bit of 


concentration to make out 
what the actors were saying, 
but there was always someone 
on stage to give a little help if 
it was needed. 

The people with learning 
difficulties acted just as 
themselves and it worked. 
Carol Davis was particularly 
good, delivering her lines 


clearly with a lot of conviction. 


A lot of the actors in Other 
Voices Theatre Company have 
been members for years, like 
Martin Birch who played 
Albert. He has been acting for 
five years, and was very good 
in the role. 

Outsiders was written by the 


Outsiders: not professional disabled people, just actors 


actors themselves and that 
contributed hugely to the 
natural acting style. There 
haven’t been many 
opportunities for people with 
learning difficulties to share 
their feelings and thoughts 
with other people. A play 
written like this is a brilliant 
way of teaching the public that 
people with learning 


difficulties have their own 
views and opinions. 

The two companies got 
together as an education 
project, mainly touring schools 
and setting up workshops. 
They worked so well together, 
they decided to run the play 
during the Festival. 

To quote Graham, one 
member of the group: “We are 
not professional disabled 
people. We are professional 
actors.” 

This was first class 
entertainment and I hope more 
theatres set up projects like 
this, which really knock the 


stereotype image of people 


LArvsel— 


NEW TRAINING EVENTS 
CAROUSEL are offering two weekend training courses for workers in 
Education, Health, Social Services and the arts, who want to further their 
skills and develop fresh approaches to working creatively with people with 
learning difficulties. 


NOV. 30th/DEC. 1st 1991 
“Combined Arts Media” 


FEB. 8th/9th 1992 
“The Creative Environment” 


Both courses will take place in Brighton at a fully accessible venue. 
FEES: Statutory Organisations £120; Voluntary Organisations £90; 
Individuals £60. 


For further details please contact: 


JULIA LANCASTER 
THE CAROUSEL PROJECT 


2 ST GEORGES PLACE, BRIGHTON BN1 4GB 
TEL: 0273-570840 (VOICE & MINICOM) 
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with learning difficulties not 
being integrated into so-called 
“normal” society. 

Carol Graham 


Out of Mind 
by the Northern 


Theatre Company 


Performed by students of 
Wyke Sixth Form College in 
Hull, this musical drama 
begins with Tony, who has 
cerebral palsy, staying in a 
nursing home ruled over by an 
overbearing matron who is 
indifferent to her patients. 

Mary and Gordon become 
Tony's salvation when, during 
their holidays, they help in the 
home and befriend him. 

Mary wants to communicate 
with and get to know Tony, 
but Tony has problems 
coming to terms with this. 

Undaunted, they venture 
out into the big wide world 
and encounter ignorance and 
prejudice wherever they go. 
For example, an old woman 
complains to Mary at the sight 
of Tony “twitching” through a 
sermon at church, and when 
Tony is left alone at a party a 
group of yuppies start to pour 
alcohol down his throat. 

All this may sound - and 
partly the show was - overly 
sentimental and stereotyped. 
But the realistic portrayal of 
Tony and the show’s direct 
style overcame this. 

The story ends with Mary 
and Graham embracing and 
Tony looking on, once again 
by himself. 

A blunt image on which to 
end, but then the show had a 
blunt message to convey: this 
is a modern era with the same 
old attitudes and, despite 
technology, some of the 


biggest barriers remain. 
Alan Connell 


Streets Ahead by the 
Streets Ahead 


Theatre Company 


I first saw Edinburgh amateurs 
Streets Ahead when they 
started out a few years ago. 
With so many people with 
walking difficulties getting on 
and off the stage at the same 
time, I realised how much 
hard work and organisation 
went into the production. 

Although you could describe 
Streets Ahead as a play with a 
thin storyline running through 
it, it was more like a series of 
humorous skits joined together 
by the story of a group of pals 
talking about their experiences 
as disabled people. 


The leading man was Kevin 
Dakens who has already acted 
professionally with 
Edinburgh’s Theatre 
Workshop. The other three 
actors in the scenes were Peter 
Mould, Dennis Isaac and 
David Simpson. 

I was fascinated by the 
quickness of the scene changes. 
Director Alan Connell and 
assistant director Kirsty 
McAdie obviously worked hard 
getting it all organised. 

The show was an 
entertaining, amusing and 
colourful production and, at 
about an hour, just the right 
length of time. 

Streets Ahead also ran a 
play in the “Spring Fling” 
earlier this year. With their 
membership expanding, this is 
one company which keeps 
getting better. 

Carol Graham 


Whose Life is it 
Anyway? by 


the Edinburgh 
Youth Theatre 


Directed by Steve McDowall, 
Whose Life is it Anyway? 
played at an accessible venue - 
a rarity at the Festival. 

A spokesman from the 
theatre company said the play 
was picked “because there 
aren’t many parts for young 
people and there’s no one in 
the theatre company older 
than the age of 23.” 

That may be true, but these 
actors were too young to be 
lawyers, doctors and judges, all 
important roles in the play. 

The judge was obviously 
played by a young woman in a 
grey wig who wasn’t very 
convincing. 

But when the same actress, 
Lyn Gilchrist, played the ward 
sister (a part more suitable for 
a young woman) she did so 
with humour and acted well. 

The young man lying 
paralysed in the hospital bed is 
a captive audience for mostly 
professional people ladling out 
well-meaning advice on how to 
live the rest of his life. We’ve 
all encountered these kinds of 
“experts” who assume they 
know what’s best for “the 
poor, disabled person”. 

None of their patter 
persuades him that life is 
worth living. But then he 
wasn’t looking for guidance in 
the first place. He knew 


exactly what he wanted: to end 


his life, and he goes to court 
to fight for the right to do so. 
The moral of the play isn’t 
whether he could have lived as 
a disabled person. 
Rather, the message is that 
we should respect someone’s 


right to do what he wants with 
his life. 

David Russell Kelly played 
the lead with humour and 
strength. He’s a good actor, 
although he would have been | 
more convincing if he had 
been disabled himself. But 
then again, he was just lying in 
a bed; he wasn’t trying to walk | 
“like a disabled person” or 
perform “like someone with 
cerebral palsy”. 

It was a play that made you 
think, if you want to think 
about such things. I would 
rather see something that 
shows disability in a more 
positive light. ' 
Carol Graham 


Borderland by 
Birds of Paradise 


Breaking down barriers was 
the theme for this company’s 
first professional production. 

Borderland, a drama set in 
post-revolutionary Romania 
with a cast of disabled and 
able-bodied actors, was intense 
and moving, but it also had 
some wickedly black humour 
in it. 

The story of an immigrant 
Hungarian family’s struggle 
against victimization, it was | 
filled with dramatic twists and | 
turns: love, loyalty, betrayal, | 


Jim Convey: paradise bird 

BRIAN LOCHRIN 
and political and family 
confrontation. 

I was drawn in by the 
rapport, the sincerity and the 
commitment of the cast and by 
the use of “disabled | 
movement”. For example, in — 
one novel and cunning move, — 
matriarch Madam Martinu 
passes her wheelchair over the 
body of her son, draping a flag | 
over him. 

The small cast, with music | 
from a lone violin, created a | 
gripping atmosphere with the 
minimum of props. The 
haunting music and song 
conveyed the traditional values | 
and traditions that were being 
brutally wrecked. 

This kind of theatre, dealing 
with contemporary issues, and | 
promoting disability on equal + 
terms, is challenging and | 
innovative. It's a pity it is so 
rare. 


Alan Connell) 


ARS ET 


Regarding 


Regarding Henry (12) is a 
portrait of a non-disabled 
person dealing with the 
transition to being disabled, set 
against a cliche-ridden 
backdrop of family traumas. 
Another Henry (Portrait of a 
Serial Killer - a disturbing 
picture), has also been on 
release, causing the censors 
much consternation. But for 
me, it’s Regarding Henry which 


should be under scrutiny for 
offensive material. 

Henry Turner (Harrison 
Ford) is a rich, ruthless lawyer 
with an expensive apartment, 
lovely wife and daughter and a 
mistress to boot. 

One night he has the 
misfortune to walk slap-bang 
into a corner shop raid and 
gets himself shot, receiving a 
near-fatal head wound to the 
right frontal lobe. As a result, 
his brain is starved of oxygen 
for a long period, affecting his 
speech, his memory, and 
motor skills. 

After this, it’s “let’s show 
the punters what rehab 
Hollywood-style is like”. The 
physiotherapist, Bradley, is 
infuriatingly bright, breezy 
(doesn’t this guy ever have an 
off-day?) and black. (In a 


Look out for 


Shopping Sensations, 
Croydon 29 October-30 
November. With work by 
visually impaired painter Lily 
Dodds. 081-760 5400 x 2979. 


Signed Dracula at the 
Sherman Theatre, Cardiff. 4 
November. (0222) 230451. 


My Army, a one man show 
by deaf actor Tim Barlow. 
Redbridge Drama Centre, 
London. 17-18 October. 081- 
504 5451. 


Leeds International Film 
Festival. 11-26 October. Also 
seminar on access. (0532) 
478308. 


supposedly “liberal” film, why 
are all the affluent folk white, 
while the principal Afro- 
American character crops up 


FILM 
LRRD 


as a “servant”? 
The physical side of rehab 
shows the disabled person in 


ceeaeanrecce 


Healing hand: darling daughter Rachel (Mikki Allen) turns faith healer for dearest daddy. 


the classic heroic mould, a /a 
Douglas Bader, struggling to 
take those first tentative steps 
before triumphantly reaching 
for the sky. 

The process of re-learning 
mental skills means the 
director, Mike Nichols, can go 
for laughs at the expense of 
disability. For example, Henry 
behaves like an overgrown 
schoolboy in the library, 
flicking screwed up paper at 
his studious daughter. 
Hilarious! 

Then, we have a miracle. 
Henry, with the help of his 
darling daughter, relearns the 
ability to read in two easy 
lessons. At this point 
credibility is well and truly 
strained. I found myself 
hoping that something - 
anything - would go wrong so 


Henry: terrific or tosh? 


all this tosh would take on 
some sort of meaning. 

As the film is also about the 
family being the one thing you 
can rely on, Henry’s renewed 
love for his seemingly ever- 
faithful spouse Sarah is put to 
the test when he discovers she 
once had an affair with his ex- 
workmate Bruce. 

The soppiness is 
unrelenting. Sarah says it’s all 


over. Henry suffers a bout of 
angst and forgives her. Then 
it’s off to liberate the 
daughter, incarcerated in a 
boarding school, and a perfect 
family reunion ensues with 
everyone living happily ever 
after. 

Henry, the legal shark, 
undergoes metamorphosis and 
becomes a big, lovable, 
helpless bear. Hubby and wife 
are reconciled. The family has 
never been more content. 
Disability has, only too 
simplistically, led to 
enlightenment. 

This is harmful stuff: an 
apparently innocuous family 
drama is allowed to ride 
roughshod over disability 
issues by passing as wholesome 


family entertainment. 
Andy Kimpton-Nye 


VIDEO 
SC SC, Pe SE Oe SE RO 


DN film critic Andy 
Kimpton-Nye’s top five*: 


1. RUSSIA HOUSE 
(Warners) Unlikely romance 
between Sean Connery and 
Michelle Pfeiffer heats up 
post-cold war spy tale. 


2. MILLER'S CROSSING 
(CBS/Fox) Irish and Italian 
mobsters clash in an 
excellently intricate gangster 
movie. 


3. POSTCARDS FROM 
THE EDGE 
(RCA/Columbia) Drug 


addicted actress (Meryl 
Streep) is stifled by alcoholic 
mum (Shirley MacLaine). 


4. CYRANO DE 
BERGERAC (Artificial Eye) 
Swashbuckling period tale of 
Cyrano and his long-nose 
fighting prejudice to find 
love. 


5.Q& A (Virgin) Another 
police story from director 

Lumet telling of racist cop 
and idealistic assistant DA. 


*Chart courtesy of The Video 
Palace. 


I don’t often 
-| comment on 
See Hear! 
because, as a 
hearing 
person, I am 
not qualified 
to argue on 
deaf issues. But in the first of 
their programmes with a 
viewer as presenter (BBCI, 8 
Sept) Paul Redfern tackled 
BBC programmes which cater 
for “cultural minorities”. 
Overall it was well argued , 
and I applaud See Hear! for 
inviting in viewers. But when 
Paul examined the only other 
BBC programme which has 
sign language interpretation 
regularly, there was a flaw. 
Having shown surprise that 
One in Four is for a general 
audience, he said he doesn’t 
watch it: he sees himself as 
part of a linguistic minority, 
not as disabled.Why can’t he 
be part of the general 
audience, particularly when the 
programme is linguistically 
accessible? If a linguistic 
minority is oppressed because 
the majority fails to include its 
language, then it is being 
disabled by society. If more of 
the deaf community accepted 
this, there would be greater 
solidarity between the deaf and 
disabled political movements. 
We Are The Champions 
(BBCI, 5 Sept) has survived 
the loss of the late Ron 
Pickering. Now presented by 
Gary Lineker, it gives children 
with severe impairment the 
chance to take part in 
competition. It’s a shame this 
is just for half-an-hour a year 


and the competitors get no 
chance to speak for themselves. 

The events in Champions are 
not orthodox sports. 
Wheelchair basketball, of 
course, is; and has never been 
better represented on screen 
than in The Big 8 (C4, 17 
Aug, for six weeks) Its style of 
presentation is no different 
from other sports series. Just 
straightforward competition. I 
hope it converts viewers to the 
sport, so if there’s another 
competition next year a bigger 
crowd will watch. 

There’s a world of 
difference between the value of 
The Big 8 and those of Our 
Olympics (C4, 15 & 22 Aug) 
- last year’s Special Olympics 
held in Glasgow. The 
programme should have 
concentrated on competitors 
and their sports. Instead, nine- 
tenths of it was about the 
emotional ups and downs of 
two competitors’ mums! 
Another case of a production 
team losing confidence about 
portraying people with 
learning difficulties. 

1991 is a key year in 


~ disability programming. On 


the positive side, See Hear! is 
10 years old and has been 
given extra screen time. And 
One in Four, now 5 years old, 
will become part of a new 
BBC Disability Programmes 
Unit (staffed mainly by 
disabled people), transmitting 
fortnightly from next Spring. 
On the negative side, this 
year sees the end of Listening 
Eye and Same Difference. 
Although there will be a 
Disability Season on Channel 4 
in ’92, I hope this doesn’t 
mean a shift away from series 
programming for deaf and 


disabled audiences. 
Chris Davies 


WINTER'S COMING... 
you need — POD “Compact” 


*UNIQUE ALL-WEATHER 
WHEELCHAIR COVER. 


* ATTACHES EASILY. 


*FOLDS BACK NEATLY 
WHEN NOT IN USE. 


* STRONG FRAME. 


*FITS MOST ADULT CHAIRS. 


For details please complete this form: 
Name 
Address 


*POD "Compact" |S MADE 
FROM DURABLE, WATERPROOF 
NYLON WITH CLEAR PVC 
INSERTS. 


* THEY ARE AVAILABLE IN A 
VARIETY OF COLOURS, NAVY, 
ROYAL BLUE, BURGUNDY, 
GREEN AND CLEAR. 


Send to: DISABLED LIVING & DESIGN, FREEPOST (MR 8269), 
MANCHESTER M20 OPT or phone 061 434 1989. 
Also available from Newton Wheelchairs. 


WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED! 
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BOOKS 
Bee olsen 


After Fortune Green 
by Fred Nailer 

(The Book Guild Ltd, 25 High 
Street, Lewes, Sussex. £11.50) 


Reading this was like re-living 
much of my early experiences 
of driving and of being 
disabled. Fred Nailer was as 
much part of the post-war 
disabled driver scene as the 
vehicles which smoked and 
spluttered down leafy lanes 
and less-clogged townships. 

Born in Fortune Green, 
West Hampstead, in the 
middle of the general strike, 
his early life was like most 
young boys’. Living near a 
main railway line instilled an 
interest in trains which 
remained with him forever. 

At 12 polio struck and 
Fred’s life of disability began 
with years of hospitalisation, 
which included a spell in an 
iron lung, followed by a 
gradual return to build life 
anew with a wheelchair as his 
main source of mobility. 

Hospitals were pretty hard 
places to be then, but they had 
character and individuality of a 
kind we shall never see again. 
(Does anyone smuggle comics 
in en masse to children’s ward 
today, I wonder?) * 

Fred’s ward, like mine, had 
one side permanently open to 
the elements. Such places 
more resembled a multiple 
farm implement shed than a 
hospital ward, and the leaking 
rivets of the metal handles in 
the tin mugs made them more 
suited to being used as missiles 
(which they often were, the 
recipients being those less 
favoured in your personal 
friendship list). 

Fred’s disability was made 
worse for want of proper care, 
leaving him with a severe 
spinal curvature which was to 
be the curse of his life ever 
after. 

Much of Fred’s adult life 
was involved with the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association (DDA), 
and it is to members of this 


>>orODO ODO DODO DDD» 


RAISE, LOWER AND 
RECLINE AT THE 
TOUCH OF A BUTTON. 


© Chair operates at touch of button. 

© Sturdy mechanism gently lifts and lowers. 

@ Extending footrest for full 
support. 


? 
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a Oo O800 252614 fy 


= 
Re Please arrange: [_| Free Demonstration [_} Colour Brochure 


Ce ee 


> 
@ NAME = 
@ ADDRESS = 
= J 
@ POSTCODE = 
> TEL: DN10/91 = 


(dade dee eaaeas 


organisation that the main 
body of this volume will be 
most meaningful. To the rest, 
whilst offering a wonderful 
insight into what it was to be a 
disabled driver in the ’50s and 
’60s (and indeed before), many 
things will mean little. 

It would have been helpful 
to have photographs or 
illustrations of equipment. The 
assumption that because you 
experienced these things 
everyone knows about them, is 
particularly destructive to the 
writer trying to reach a new 


Fred Nailer: son of Fortune 


audience. And assuming the 
DDA is known by all is 
another mistake because there 
are many young handicapped 
drivers today with no 
allegiance to any such group. 

I met Fred only briefly just 
a couple of years ago. I felt 
then that he was more worldly 
than his book would lead us to 
believe. It is what is missing 
which perhaps gives a better 
insight as to his real attitude. 
Why no Disabled Drivers’ 
Motoring Club? What of the 
fight to retain the invalid car 
on which his life was surely 
built, and which he appeared 
to hang on to right up until 
the ’80s, when he opted to use 
his trusty “trike” for a visit to 
Buckingham Palace, leaving his 
adapted car at home? Perhaps 


Book news 

Karen's Diary is a true 
account of one woman's 
feelings and experiences after 
an accident left her husband 
with severe head injuries. 
(£2.50, Headway, 200 
Mansfield Road, Nottingham 
NGI 3HX.) 

Want to know more about 
aids and equipment, house 
and home, holidays, sex, the 
law ...etc, etc? The Directory 
for Disabled People by Ann 
Darnbrough and Derek 
Kinrade (£19.99, Woodhead 
Faulkner Ltd), could be your 
one stop information shop. 

Parkinson's Disease: a 
practical guide by Dr Harvey 


he felt ashamed that he still 
loved it and used it when the 
organisation which bestowed 
on him the editorship of its 
national magazine had done its 
damnedest to get rid of it. 
Alas, Fred died shortly 
before the book was published, 
so we shall never know. As it 
is, despite some shortcomings, 
After Fortune Green is a story 
sprinkled with graphic outlines 
and the humour of a man 
striving to come to terms with 
a lifetime of disability, and 
quietly, unflamboyantly, 


largely succeeding. 
David Griffiths 


Heaven on Wheels 
by Firdaus Kanga 
(Bloomsbury, £15.99) 


Firdaus Kanga has everything 
going for him. He is from 
Bombay, he has brittle bones, 
and he is gay. He should be 
the darling of the left. 
Unfortunately, his politics are 
very right wing, and his 
heroine is Margaret Thatcher! 


For ALL who 


NEED TO WALK 


%* Secure 


Positioning 


%* Maximum 


Freedom 


%* Stimulates 


Movement 


FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


Full colour brochure: 


FRONT-LEANING 
GAIT TRAINER 


RIFTON, Dept. DN, ROBERTSBRIDGE, E. SUSSEX TN32 5DR. Tel: (0580) 880626 
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Sugar (£6.99 Macdonald 
Optima), is for people with the 


His book is about a journey 
through Britain by wheelchair 
and British Rail, and his view 
of Britain is about as quirky as 
his politics. 

I had problems with Kanga 
from the beginning. For a 
start, there is how the book got 
its title: from a remark by his 
publisher to a colleague, “Isn't 
he just heaven on wheels?” 

I wondered how he could 
not only let her get away with 
such a patronising remark but 
take it as a compliment and 
make it the book's title. Then I 
realised. I am western; Firdaus 
Kanga is Indian. His world is 
different to mine, and that is 
the key to enjoying this book. 

Apart from London, Kanga 
visits such diverse places as 
Bath, Liverpool, Glasgow, 
Newcastle, Bradford and 
Cambridge. He takes with him 
his own picture of how Britain 
should be, gleaned from books 
he read as a child, and his-own 
beliefs and prejudices, about 
which he is brutally honest. 
He relates what he finds 


condition and their families. 
As well as examining the 
latest drug treatments, it 
looks at how to overcome 
everyday problems. 

New on the taped book 
front from Random Century 
this month is Conan Doyle’s 
The Valley of Fear read by 
Christopher Lee. If you 
don’t fancy being frightened 
you can lose yourself in a 
little P G Wodehouse, with 
Leave it to P Smith, read by 
Martin Jarvis. Or go from 
the past to the future with 
Margaret Atwood's The 
Handmaid’s Tale, read by 
Julie Christie. All £7.99 from 
bookshops. 


candidly and with humour, but 
comes through it all with his 
prejudices intact, dismissing 
the views of those who 
disagree with him, and most 
people seem to, with 
consummate ease. 

Do not read this book 
expecting to have your radical 
views on disability endorsed. 
The only things about which 
Kanga is radical is gay rights. 
Read it as a testament to what 
it is like to be disabled in India 
and suddenly find yourself in 
an environment where life is 
easier, and Kanga's view of 
being disabled in Britain 
begins to make sense. 

Finally he visits Cambridge, 
where he meets Stephen 
Hawking. He tells Professor 
Hawking that he finds him “an 
inspiration beyond cliche.” 
Professor Hawking does not 
reply. Like the rest of Britain 
he sees Kanga, they talk, but 
there is no real exchange of 
ideas. They take their separate 
paths to truth. 

Glynn Vernon 
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Happiness is ... a wet nose and a wagging tail 


Relationships (9): Debbie Parry lives, works and travels with her dog Elton. She tells DN why he is also her best friend 


When I was first told about 
the charity Dogs for the 
Disabled, I thought that all my 
Christmases had come at once. 
My happiest moment was 
when I learnt I was right. 

To appreciate what Elton 
means to me you have to 
understand what life was like 
before. 

When I was 14 my skull was 
fractured and my spine twisted 
in an accident. After several 
leg operations, I now get 
around on crutches and use a 
wheelchair for long distances. 

The days on my own were 
empty and frightening. I had 
nothing to do but watch tv all 
day and had no-one to talk to. 
I rarely went out and if I did 
people gave me a wide berth as 
if they didn’t want to know. 

I felt nothing could ever 
replace what I had lost when I 
became disabled. It was hard 
to believe that I wouldn’t have 
to worry about being unable to 
get to the phone before the 
caller rang off, struggling to 
pick up accidentally dropped 
articles which were out of 
reach, or getting help if I was 
in danger. After being disabled 
for over five years I had 
accepted, reluctantly, that I 
would always find such things 
difficult or impossible to do. 

Then, 11 months ago, a 
three year old Labrador came 
into my life. Although Elton 
helps me with the things I 
can’t do for myself, the 
greatest happiness he has 
brought me is that he is my 
best friend. 


Life with Elton makes being 
disabled so much easier to 
cope with. For example, 
bringing in the milk from the 
doorstep was a major problem. 
Elton has been trained to bring 
it in in a carrying crate (the 
handle has been covered with 
soft foam so he doesn’t hurt 
his mouth). 

He is also trained to activate 
an alarm cord which I have in 
all the rooms at home. This 
gives me a great sense of 


“To appreciate what 
Elton means to me you 
have to understand 
what life was like 
before” 


security as I know if I am in 
any danger Elton will pull the 
cord to get help. 

The post and the 
newspapers are no longer a 
problem either as Elton brings 
them to me. He will also bark 
on command to alert 
someone’s attention or to warn 
someone of his presence. 

Elton wasn’t the only 
connection I was to have with 
Dogs for the Disabled. In July 
they asked me to join their 
small team as a regional 
fundraising executive 
(Midlands). Now I travel all 
over the country, taking Elton 
with me (we went to Bute in 
Scotland last month, ferry trip 
and all). When we’re out 
together people are happy to 


THE NEW AUTOCHAIR automatic wheelchair carrier. 


Folds, lifts and locks away any wheelchair in less than 90 seconds, with no 
physical effort Fits any car including ones without roof gutters Simple to fit 


and use, is extremely reliable. 


MEYLAND — electric person lift 


For driver or passenger, attended or 


own use. Fits all 2 door and larger 
4 door cars. Lifts up to 17% stone. 


MINI-HOIST — wheelchair, electric 
wheelchair & electric scooter lift 


An electric lift for easy loading in boot 
hatchback, estate or into car. 30Kg 
model folds flat when not in use. 

3 models - 30, 80 & 100 Kilogram lift. 


FULL LITERATURE, DETAILS OF LOCAL AGENTS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS contact: 


AUTOCHAIR LTD. 


Millford Lane, Bakewell, Derbyshire, DE4 1DX 
Tel: (0629) 813493 Fax: (0629) 814725 


come over and talk - although 
it’s usually Elton they want to 
talk to! 

Dogs for the Disabled has 
continued to grow and help 
more disabled people. At the 
end of last year its founder 
and director general Mrs 
Frances Hay died aged 41. 
Fran, disabled herself, was a 
remarkable lady who fought to 
set up the charity and get it 
registered. She couldn’t 
understand why there was no 
such charity to help disabled 
people. This year, Dogs for 
the Disabled celebrates its fifth 
anniversary. So far it has 
placed 25 working dogs with 
people with various disabilities, 
including children and 
wheelchair users. 

I get a great deal of 
satisfaction from being able to 
raise money for the charity and 
see other disabled people get 
independence, happiness and 
companionship from a dog. 

The dogs can cost up to 
£2,500 to train and any 
disabled person can apply. We 
pride ourselves in matching 
dogs to people.. For example, if 
someone had asthma we would 
recommend a poodle because 
they don’t moult. 

Like Elton and I, dogs and 
owners soon establish a bond 
of friendship and 
understanding which is 
unique. And the disabled 
person will get that precious 
feeling of independence which 


people who are not disabled 
may take for granted. 

Some people might think it 
isn’t fair to have a dog 
working for you 24 hours a 
day, but Elton seems happiest 
when he’s “working”. With my 
fiance Tim, me and our budgie 
Sapphire, he has a full, happy 
family life like any other dog. 


Pals together: Debbie Parry and Elton 


HEART OF ENGLAND NEWSPAPERS 


Without Elton, being disabled 
might have put a full stop on 
my life. With him, I can live 

life as I choose. 


For an application form send a 
SAE to Dogs for the Disabled, 
Edmondscote Manor, Warwick 
New Road, Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire CV32 6AH. 


Our new small car has a big feature... 


Now you can enjoy real 


j Clio gives the motorist a real sense of 
independence in the ‘Car of the Year EF freedom. 


In fact, most models in the Renault 


1991’, the new Renault Clio. 


Our years of experience refining 
and adapting cars for the disabled 
driver have made the Renault Clio 


our best yet. 


The Clio gives you big car comfort 
in a small car that’s pleasant to drive. 
Power steering is available as an option on 
the RL 1.9 litre diesel and both the RT 14 
and 18 litre petrol versions, and a four 
speed automatic gear box is optional on 


the RT 1.4 litre. 


The five door Clio can also be fitted with 
a Kempf rear sliding door conversion. and 
electric hoist to make stowing a wheel- 
chair behind your seat a simple, push Award sponsored by: 
Coupled with its 
handling, spaciousness and quietness the 


button operation. 


Please send me details of the Renault Disabled 


range can be adapted to make the 
disabled motorist’s life easier and 
more enjoyable with modifications 


by specialists including hand 
controls, swivel seats and flip-over 


CAR OF THE YEAR 
1991 


: Auto Pista (E) 
Auto Visie (NL) A.M. (I) L’Equipe (F) 
Der Stern (D) Sunday Express 
Magazine (GB) Vi Bilagare (S) 


Motorists Programme and special financial terms 


NAME: 


HOME TEL: 


accelerator. 


Renault is an approved manufacturer 
on the Motability Car Purchase Scheme so 
if you receive a mobility allowance you're 
eligible to choose from most of the 
Renault range and purchase at the special 
Motability rate. 


Ask your local Renault dealer for 
details of the Renault Disabled Motorists 
Programme, special 
finance terms and any 
required modifications, or 
return the coupon below. 


Send to: Renault UK Ltd., Special Sales, 
Western Avenue, London W3 0RZ 


ADDRESS: 
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20 PERSON TO PERSON 


Share Your Problems 


We all need a roof over our 
heads but how difficult it can 
be to maintain that roof, those 
walls, the drains and all the 
rest. 

Being short of money, as so 
many disabled people are, 
means repairs don’t get done 
when things start to go wrong 
and the problems just get 
worse. In an age of DIY it 
makes life particularly difficult 
when you cannot do repairs 
and maintenance for yourself. 

One reader, for example, has 
problems with her boundary 
wall which fronts the roadway 
and which is considered by the 
local authority to be defective 
and a hazard. 

The council says it must be 
put right at once, even though 
the owner is disabled and has 
no money to employ a 
handyperson to repair it. 

The council may not 
actually have responsibility for 
this property, but in 
circumstances such as these 
they should be able to call on 
groups in the community who 
would be prepared to help. 

In many parts of the 
country there are Home 
Improvement Agencies, often 
called Care and Repair or 
Staying Put schemes. 

Home Improvement 
Agencies are projects which 
help elderly, disabled, or other 
low income households to 
repair, improve and adapt their 
homes. Agencies employ 
people to visit and advise 
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Building a home 
to fit around 


your needs 


people in their own homes, 
arrange and supervise whatever 
building work is needed and 
help to find and organise the 
money to pay for it. 

As well as giving advice, 
Home Improvement Agencies 
work closely with local 
authority housing and social 
services departments, building 
societies, the Department of 
Social Security, local builders 
and many other organisations 
to bring together an effective 
service. 

If you are on a low income 
and need help of this sort, 
contact your local authority to 
see if there are any schemes of 
this kind in your area. Or you 
could contact Care and Repair, 
the national co-ordinating body 
who will let you know if there 
is a Care and Repair or 
Staying Put scheme near 
where you live. 

While we’re on the subject, 
if your home is not very 
convenient for you to manage, 


THE STEEPER 
ADVANCED 
RECIPROCATING 
GAIT 
ORTHOSIS 


you could apply for a Disabled 
Facilities Grant. 

This new grant is designed 
“to help make the home of a 
disabled person more suitable 
to live in and to help the 
person live more 
independently in the home.” 

To be eligible you must 
either be registered or 
registrable as a disabled 
person, although someone with 
a disabled person living in 
their home can apply. 

The grant can cover: 

* improving access into and 
out of the home 

* improving access to the 
living room, bedroom, kitchen 
and bathroom 

* providing suitable kitchen 
and bathroom facilities 

* adapting the heating and 
lighting controls 

* and improving and adapting 
the dwelling so that the 
disabled person can care for a 
dependant. 

For more information about 


GOA 


the Disabled Facilities Grant, 
apply to your local authority 
housing or social services 
department. 

How many people reading 
this column would welcome 
the prospect of dealing with 
the problems that setting up a 
home either alone or with a 
partner represents? Such a goal 
may seem beyond your reach. 
And yet many disabled people 
have shown it can be done. I 
would be very interested to 
hear from readers who have 
achieved this: how they set 
about making it possible and 
what help they received. Were 
you seeking to leave an 
institutional home or your 
parents’ home? 

I know that some people 
have had the opportunity of 
attending independent living 
programmes arranged by a 
variety of organisations. Have 
any readers experienced these 
and, if so, how helpful did you 
find them? 

Do write and let me know 
how you moved forward from 
first the dream of independent 
living, through to overcoming 
the obstacles, finally to 
achieving the reality of living 
in your own home with the 
necessary care support you 
need. Your experience could 
help others to follow suit. 

The Hampshire Centre for 
Independent Living , which is 
run by disabled people, has 
published two very useful 
guides on the subject. One Step 


On is the story of three young 
disabled people who, while 
living in a residential home, 
decided to work together to 
each find personal homes of 
their own. The ways they 
achieved this are carefully 
described. 

Source Book Toward 
Independent Living is designed 
to help disabled people assess 
their needs for care support 
and then approach agencies for 
the money to pay for it. 


One Step On and Source Book 
Toward Independent Living cost 
£4 each plus £1 postage and 
packing. The two books are 
available as a package for £7 
plus £1 postage and packing 
from Mark Walsh, 31 
Churchfield, Headley, Bordon, 
Hampshire GU35 &PF. 

Care and Repair (national 
office), 22a The Ropewalk, 
Nottingham NGI 5DT, tel: 
(0602) 799091. 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 

Lin Berwick, DJ's tele- 
phone counsellor, herself 
disabled, can give other 
disabled people and their 
carers advice and sup- 


port on personal and 
spiritual problems. Talk 
to her on Monday after- 
noons, IlIpm-5pm _ and 
Thursdays 6pm-10pm. 
Her telephone number is 
(04024) 77582. 


Manaufacturers and supplier 
of 
Prostheses, Orthoses 
and 
Medical Equipment 


The Steeper ARGO provides a real alternative for those who are normally limited to a wheelchair lifestyle 
but would like to get back on their feet 


IT OFFERS 


The ability to stand and sit 
with minimal effort 


when standing 


Improvement in the action 
of the digestive system 


por 


Improved mobility at 
home and work 


Normal social interaction 


Better bladder drainage, 
leading to a reduced risk of 
urinary tract infection 


The Steeper ARGO is a modular reciprocating gait orthosis for adults. It can only be supplied and fitted 
by Steeper certified workshops and clinics. 


It is designed for those who have suffer neurological or neuromuscular damage leading to loss of major 


control of the lower trunk and legs and can provide the opportunity to walk again with the help of appropriate 


assistive devices. 


This orthosis will improve the quality of life for suitable individuals; however, it will not substitute for 
wheelchair mobility in situations where speed and range are important. 


The ARGO is acceptable cosmetically and can be worn over or under everyday clothing; trainers or similar 


casual shoes are most suited to this orthosis. 


It is a simple device to put on and take off. This may be done when sitting in a chair or whilst lying on a 


bed. 


An ability to negotiate 
steps, slopes and kerbs 


It may be used when driving a car with a suitably adjusted seat and hand controls. 


The ability to sit and stand is greatly improved over previous orthoses of this type. With these designs the 
body has to be lifted over the heels during standing. The ARGO, however, is designed so that the orthosis 
pivots over the knees. The lifting effort required is consequently greatly reduced. Smooth control is further 


enhanced by a linkage system between the hip and knee locks and a pneumatic strut. These elements 


enable the locks to be controlled by body posture and provide a positive force which fully extends the 
knees in the standing position. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 


THE WALK FUND 

St. Vincent,s Orthopaedic Hospital 
St. Ann,s Ward 

Eastcote, 

Pinner, 

Middlesex HA5 2NB 

Telephone: 081-429 3473 


HUGH STEEPER LTD. or 
Queen Mary's University Hospital, 
Roehampton Disability Centre, 
Roehampton Lane, 

London, SWI5 5PL, England. 

Telephone: 081-788 8165 

Facsimile: 081-788 0137 

Telex: 261787 


Enhancement of upper 
limb capability in 
unadapted environment 
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Sizzling 
secrets 


“Tf I were you, I’d join the 
over 50s lunch club,” said my 
friend Harry, my companion 
in the French class. 

“But what about my 
disability?” I asked. 

“They'd give you something 
to do sitting down,” replied 
Harry. 

When IJ arrived, the Clan 
were already there, about 10 
women and five men, not one 
of them a day under 60. 

The teacher said: “Today 
we'll have leek soup. The main 
course will be chicken 
chasseur. Ben, you will do the 
cabbage with Betty. (Betty was 
a blue rinse matron of 70.) 

Teacher went on: “Now the 
shortcake rounds with currants 
and hazelnuts, that’s the 
department of the terrible 
twins, Jean and Mary.” 

All this for £1 and 2p 
towards next week’s menu! 

Soon everywhere was a hive 
of activity and the sound of 
chopping, sizzling and the 
warmth of gas filled the air. I 
was cutting up cabbage with 
Betty - no mean feat. Cabbage 
for 17 takes up a lot of room. 

Betty’s swift strokes with a 
sharp knife had to be admired. 
They were interjected with a 
dirge that her net curtains 
wanted cleaning, but she 
would not take them down 
because the man opposite 
would be able to peep in. 

“Chef of the day” Octavia 
was a stout woman. Her 
helpers seemed to have been 
relegated to salt and pepper 
carriers, cowering in the 
background and standing well 
,away from her mallet. 

A man called Aubrey 
discovered that I attended 
French classes and soon we 
were talking in fluent French, 
La Grande Dame cropping up 
frequently in the conversation 
- meaning Teacher of course. 

Octavia had gone a deep 
shade of red, no doubt caused 
by the basting of the chicken - 
or was it the wine? 

The shortcake biscuits were 
well done, like slices of black 
pudding. Rather ambitious for 
the over 50s considering most 
of them had dentures. The 
soup was too salty, the chicken 
chasseur lacked wine, potatoes 
beautifully shaped, buttered 
cabbage excellent. 

Weeks later I was in the 
foyer waiting for the French 
classes to start when Teacher 
came in. “We didn’t do 
anything to upset you, did we? 

“No”, I replied. “I just 
found it too physical.” 

“Well, that’s a new one on 
me,” she said. “Still, cabbage 
shredding can be rather hard if 
you are not used to it. 

“Au revoir, Ben,”she added, 
with a twinkle in her eye. 

“Au revoir La Grande 


Dame. Bon appetit.” 
Ben Clarke 
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Fearless Roy 
Williams of the 
South East Surrey 
Spastics Group 
parachuted 7,000 
feet for charity* in 
August. 

What was he saying 
(screaming?) as he 
went down? 
Answers please by 
10 October, address 
page 2. 


* Mr Williams was raising 
money for Chalkmead, the home 
where his father lives, and his 
group. To make a donation or 
see the video tel (0737) 766374. 


Create-a-caption-time 


.NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... Answers page 25 


election? 

6 Which superpower started 
to break up? 

7 Which European country 
started to break up? 

8 What was the score in the 
cricket test match series 
between England and the West 


metres record? 

4 Who started a compensation 
claim for £100 million on the 
grounds that building works 
disrupted their lives? 

5 Which former parliamentary 
party leader said he would step 
down as MP at the next 


1 Which appeal reached its 
£1.4 million target to build a 
laboratory in London to help 
disabled children? 

2 Which disability exhibition 
was criticized for not 
publicizing itself enough? 

3 Who broke the world 100 


DN's crossword 


Answers page 27 COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


September caption 
winner 


The winner for September is 
Chris Rouse of Eastleigh, 
Hants, for ““That’s very 
clever, but can you ski?” 
Please keep your entries for 
the competition coming in - 
the more the merrier! 


Rise to the 


Like the sky, reaching 
can be just a bit too 

in the office or home, 
different levels, 
reach, kitchens are 
so is your lifestyle! 
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ACROSS 26 Number of men in a chanipes all (hats oN 

1 Touch - language (7) cricket team (6) in Toccatien 
4 Large flightless bird (4) variable height, 
8 Einstein or even Square (6) DOWN ownaxis,and 
10 Macho movie man (5) 1 Roger —, athlete (5) every corner, opening 
11 Carry out (2) 2 Able to write with both 
12 Organ of the body (6) hands (12) 
13 Indian musical 3 Food cupboard (6) 

instrument (5) 5 Advice about the house? 
14 Cab (4) (4,4) 
16 It sticks (3) 6 All —! (6) 
17 Goes with blood and 7 Cheeky (5) 

tears (5) 9 Plaything (3) 

14 This horse was used as a 


19 Forward push (6) 
21 Injection (4) 
22 Make of encyclopaedia or 


disguise (6) 
15 Jane —, sixties actress (5) 


Middlegreen Road, Langley, 
Slough, Berks SL3 6DF. 
Telephone: 0753 579234 


soap (5) 16 Burt —, head of RADAR . 

24 Wherefore — thou 18 Back of ship (5) Fax: 0753 512840 
Romeo? (3) 20 Neuter (4) 

25 Mean (5) 23 Consumed (3) 


Indies? 

9 Which company’s directors 
revealed that its 1990 profits 
had been artificially inflated? 
10 Which Swiss artist who 
designed mobile metal 
sculpture has died? 


for the bookshelf 
far. At work and 
surfaces are at 
equipment out of 
restrictive—and 
The Spacesaver 
lets you rise 

a full 8” of 

spins on its 
manoeuvres into 
up new_possibilities 


everywhere. Designed for active disabled adults who want to do more 

things for themselves and get going, ask for a demonstration or 

for more details of this and other products, they’re all in our 
FREE colour catalogue! 


Os 
Spacesaver gare 


possum 


iossum Controls Limited 


Disability Now October 1991 


22 INFORMATION 


CHECKOUT 
oy ES 


Barbara Cullen reports 
It's difficult to find equipment 
which gives support in the bath 
or shower to people with neu- 
rology disorders like cp, multi- 
ple sclerosis, motor neurone 
disease and muscular dystro- 
phy. Here are some good ideas. 

Several years ago, whilst 
working as a community OT, I 
asked ASM Accessories of 
Runcorn, Cheshire, to make me 
a “concertinaed trolley” for a 
man who had motor neurone 
disease and could not sit 
unsupported. His flat was too 
small for a conventional trolley 
to be wheeled from bedroom to 
bathroom. 

The result was the Sutton 
shower cradle, which gives 
easy access to a  wheel-in 
shower, and comfortable, safe 
support in the mesh seating. 
His wife was able to bathe her 
husband without holding on 
and the drop-down head sec- 


“The best shower seat ever”: ASM’s Sutton shower cradle 


transporter has been endorsed 
by Philippa Harpen of the 
Muscular Dystrophy Group. It 
uses the supportive body of the 
shower cradle attached to the 
Mermaid Hoist developed by 


The Bealift: “excellent” for a child or small adult 


tion allowed easy hair washing. 
On a recent trial at Dares- 
bury Hall, Cheshire, residents 
and carers voted it “the best 
shower seat ever”. £211.15, tel: 
(0928) 574301. 
ASM’s bath and. cradle 


DISCOVER 
INDEPENDENCE 
FOR 
YOURSELF 
AND 
OTHERS 
AT 


FJ Paynes of Oxford. At the 
turn of a handle, the bather is 
raised and lowered into the 
bath safely and comfortably. 
£980. 

For getting up and down in 
the bath if you are a disabled 


THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 

EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES FOR 

DISABLED AND ELDERLY PEOPLE, 
NURSING AND REST HOMES 
e©oeeoeoeeee88 ee 


ALEXANDRA PALACE © LONDON © UK © 9-11 OCTOBER 


* FURTHER INFORMATION 


AVAILABLE FROM 
NAIDEX CONVENTIONS 
90 CALVERLEY ROAD 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

KENT TN1 2UN 


TELEPHONE: 0892 544027 


TELEX: 95604 MEPNCL G 
FAX: 0892 541023 
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child or small adult, the 
Bealift from BEA Ltd _ is 
excellent. The strong frame sits 
safely on the sides of the bath, 
and when a lever is operated, 
the person is lowered into the 
water, supported in the mesh 
cradle, and later brought up 
again. From £189.12, tel: 
(0203) 674817. 

The bright orange, mesh and 
steel bath care chair from 
Orthokinetics allows one per- 
son to get a severely disabled 
child in and out of the bath 
safely. It is supportive and, like 
all the mesh products, quick 
drying. Prices start at £220, 
tel: (0902) 866166. 

The Rifton bath chair is 
excellent for a child who needs 
a bit less support. The plastic 
and blue canvas seat sits safely 
on the bottom of the bath and 
the back angle can be adjusted 
easily. Complete with straps. 
From £170, tel: (0580) 880626. 


WHAT’S ON 
LS a 


Writing for the Screen, a Wednesday evening course, starting 2 
October in Hammersmith W6. £3 concessions, £13 Hammersmith’ 
& Fulham residents, £17 others. Priority given to disabled people. 
Heather Davis, HAFAD Ist Chance Project, tel: 071-603 7481. 


Road Safety Rally, Sunday 6 October, sponsored by Kelloggs at! 
Trafford Park, Manchester, organised by the Manchester Disabled: 
Motorists Club. Prizes to be won. Information: tel: 061-865 6187. | 


Physiotherapy and Disability, a one day seminar. 9 October in | 
the Londesborough Room, Alexandra Palace, London. £35, some 
reductions available. More information from Jane Morrison, The 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy, tel: 071-242 1941. 


Naidex 91. International exhibition of equipment and services for 
disabled and elderly people. 9-11 October at Alexandra ia 
London. Tel: (0892) 544027. 


Visual Impairments and electronic displays, one day seminar 
18 October at the Royal National Institute for the Blind in London. 
£75. More details from Eileen Marner, RNIB, tel: 071-388 1266. 


Rett Syndrome Conference/Family Weekend. 18-20 October! 
at the Crest Hotel, Hinckley Rd, Coventry. Cost and bookings: 
AML Ltd, tel: 021-233 0417. Informal queries: tel: (0703) 619510. 


Therapeutic Recreation Conference. 26 October at Crewe and 
Alsager College, Cheshire. £25. Details from Jack Gorman, tel: 
(0270) 761017 (evenings and weekends). 


Enterprise - Ability, a conference on 30 October at Lancaster and! 
Morecambe College. £100. Contact Susan Bennett, tel: (0524) 
66215 ext 296. 


National Care Homes Association 1991 Conference and Exhibi- 
tion, 31 October-1 November at Haydock Park Racecourse. £25 
per day. Further information from Sheila Scott, tel: 071-436 1871. 


DisABILITY 1991, a two day event and exhibition in Sussex. 4-5 
November. Contact Shelagh Diplock, tel: (0273) 208934. 


European Festival of Culture, 7-9 November in St Patrick’s 


Training College, Drumcondra, Dublin. Further information from 
the organisers, the Irish Deaf Society, tel: 0001-725748. 


Free Exhibition of Equipment for Physically and Mentally 


Handicapped Children, 14 November in Manchester. Details from 
Mrs Dickinson, Disabled Living Services, tel: 061-832 3678. 


INFO 


AUTSY OMATICALL 


eNo need for 
unhygienic paper. 

eSaves valuable 
nursing time. 

e Thousands in daily use 
in U.K. and Europe. 

e Proved in operation 
over 25 years. 

¢ldeal for installation in 
hospitals, institutions 
and private homes. 

eSpecial maternity 
model available. 


Clos-O-Mat offers automatic flushing, washing with 
warm water and gentle drying with hot air - all in one 
simple push-button operation. 


It eliminates the need for nursing assistance and restores 
privacy and dignity to those unable to manually 


cleanse themselves. 


=closo mat= 


Reply to Dept. DA, TOTAL HYGIENE LIMITED, 
Hygiene House, 2 Newton Street, 
STRETFORD, Manchester M32 8LG. 

Tel: 061-866 8080 Fax: 061-866 8239 


Autism: a guide for parents 
is a free leaflet. Send a SAE to 
The National Autistic Society,| 
276 Willesden Lane, London 
NW2 5RB. 


AIDS Advice Forum is a new 
bi-monthly bulletin from The 
Terrence Higgins  ‘Trust’s 
Advice Centre. Sliding scale of 
subscriptions. Contact editor 
John Gill, tel: 071-831 0330. 


The Pro-motion Resource 
Guide gives details of sports 
and recreational opportunities 
for people with a multiple dis- 
ability. £5 (plus £1.50 p&p) 
from Cerebral Palsy Sport, 
Sycamore Sports Centre, 
Hungerhill Road, St Ann’s, 
Nottingham NG3 4NB. 


Welcome 


Easy Steps to : 
Guests’ with Disabilities, 
from the National Tourist 


Boards and the Holiday Care 
Service, suggests cheap and no- 
cost nadibestane to hotels, 
guest houses and B&Bs. Free 


from tourist boards or tel: 
(0293) 774535. 


INFO 


Consumer Matters is an audio 
cassette which tells visually 
impaired electricity customers 
about their rights following pri- 
vatisation. Available free from 
OFFER, Public Affairs, Hagley 
House, Hagley Road, Edgbas- 
ton, Birmingham B16 8QG. 


Minicom users can call BT’s 
Directory Enquiries service on 
(0800) 833793. Before dialling 
set the Minicom to CCITT. 


The Royal National Insti- 
tute for the Blind has pro- 
duced a new set of leaflets for 
staff working with visually 
impaired adults with a learning 
difficulty. Free from Gill 
Levy, RNIB, 224 Great Port- 
land Street, London WIN 
6AA, tel: 071-388 1266 ext 
2449. 


A Young Disabled People’s 
Project has been set up by the 
Greater Manchester Coalition 
of Disabled People to offer 
support and advice. Contact 
Beverly Burkitt, tel: 061-273 
8141 (voice and minicom). 


Adventure For All is a guide to 
countryside activities and study 
centres for people with special 


needs. Available free from 
Mike Butler, The Support 
Group, 19 Elrington Road, 


London E8 3BJ, tel: 071-241 
6950. 


ASBAH, the Association for 
Spina Bifida and MHydro- 
cephalus, has produced a video, 
Hydrocephalus - a guide to Edu- 
cation. £35.95 (inc p&p) from 
ASBAH House, 42 Park Road, 
Peterborough PE] 2UQ. 


MOVES . 


been 


John Beckwith has 
appointed a vice president of 
the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind. Henry Clement is 
now the project administrator 
at Projects by the Blind 
Wandsworth. Julie Crowther 
is the new national manager of 
the ARC NVQ Consortium. 
David Finnegan (above left) 
is the first wheelchair user to 
be appointed to the post of dis- 
ability awareness officer at 
Merseytravel. Tom Jackson 
has been elected chairman of 
the Disabled Living Founda- 
tion, succeeding Barney Wil- 
son who is now a_ vice- 
chairman. George Mackey has 
been appointed chairman of 
NICOD and Stephen Math- 
ews (above right) is the new 
director. Dave Morris is now 
joint project co-ordinator of 
CHOICE in Barnet, London. 
Jane Oberman is the new 
director of Deaf Accord. 


A Voice of our Own: Now and 
in the Future, a report of the 
second international conference 
of People First held in London 
in 1988, costs £8 (inc p&p) 
from People First, Oxford 
House, Derbyshire _ Street, 
London E2 6HG, tel: 071-739 
3890. 


Who Calls the Shots? - What 
role for the consumer in the new 
NHS? a publication from the 
King’s Fund Centre, looks at 
the role of the consumer in 
health and social care. £8.25 
(inc p&p) from Bailey Distri- 
bution Ltd, Dept KFP, 
Learoyd Road, Mountfield 
Industrial Estate, New Rom- 
ney, Kent TN28 8XU. 


Education A-Z is a reference 
book for people seeking basic 
educational information. {£9.20 
from the Advisory Centre for 
Education (ACE) Ltd, Unit 
1B, Aberdeen Studios, 22-24 
Highbury Grove, London N5 
PEG 


HELP! 
A RE TN RES 


Trish Bayley, a _ profoundly 
deaf person, is setting up a 
non-profit making penfriend 
club. To receive more details 
and a copy of the three page 
newsletter write enclosing 4 x 
17p stamps to Papermates, 24 
Tickle Avenue, Parr, St 
Helens, Merseyside WA9 IRZ. 


Are you the father of a child 
with a learning difficulty? If 
you would like to contribute to 
a collection of articles on 
bringing up a child with learn- 
ing difficulties contact Maggie 
Iles, 50 Court Road, 
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 2QG, 
tel: (0272) 604873. 


Do you have a view to express 
on the design, facilities and 
philosophy of centres offer- 
ing advice on_ specialist 
equipment for people with 
disabilities? Judith Johnson 1s 
researching the role of such 
centres. Contact her at The 
School of Occupational Ther- 
apy, The London Hospital 
Medical College, Turner 
Street, London El 2AD, tel: 
071-375 0270. 


Do you have cerebral palsy? 
Do you want to share you 
story? If so Claude Frazier is 
writing a book and wants to 
hear from you. Contact him at 
Building 4, Doctors Park, 
Asheville, N.C. 28801, USA. 


EMPLOYMENT SEMINAR 1991- 25TH AND 26TH OCTOBER 1991 


An exciting opportunity to hear from three major employers and three successful 
employment projects, who are working to find good jobs for people with disabilities and 
to share your ideas, problems and experiences in three informative workshops. 
WORKSHOPS 
* Getting through the benefit trap * Techniques in approaching employers * 

* Marketing intelligence for employment workers * 

Sponsored by Excel Employment, £85 for two day workshop. 

Tel: 081 348 8141 for booking arrangements 


EXCEL 


HOLIDAYS 


ORLANDO FLORIDA for your dream 
holiday. Go for it! Custom built adapted 
bungalow. Sheer luxury throughout. 3 
double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sleeps 6. 
Ten mins airport, 20 mins Disney. 
Owner paraplegic - no problems. Avail- 
ability Noy 30th 91 - April 11 92, May 
20 onwards. Sue Fisher, 5 Park Lane, 
Salford M7 OLB Tel: 061 792 3029. 
Send large S.A.E. 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and 
heated - linen provided. Peaceful 
country setting for touring Exmoor, 
Dartmoor and Devon Coast. Brochure 
from South Coombe Farm, Witheridge, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 
860302. 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 25133. 


Try a WINGED FELLOWSHIP Holiday in 
Britain or Overseas. Great fun and full 
care provided. Write for free colour 
brochure. Winged Fellowship, Angel 
House, 20/32 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 2594. 


SUNNY TENERIFE 
Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments - and Timeshare 
Brochure: Lynne James, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 UW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


For a trouble-free holiday 
with all the family try: 
ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
a discreetly adapted manor house 
set in acres of beautiful grounds. 
22 bedrooms - licensed bars - free 
use of wheelchairs - mini-bus. 
Tel: (050841) 324 
or write to: The Manager 
Ashwellithorpe Hall Hotel 
Ashwellithorpe 
Norwich NR16 1EX 


Isle of Anglesey. Luxury FULLY wheelchair 
accessible holiday bungalows. Superb 
quality Grade 5 accommodation with 3 
large bedrooms and Wheel-in Shower- 
room, sleeping up to 6 people. Stunning 
country views all around and only minutes 
from beautiful beaches. TRULY 
wheelchair accessible with showerchairs, 
monkeypoles, bedblocks etc free of 
charge for your problem free holiday. 

For our 1992 brochure: Hen Ysgol 
Holiday Homes, Rhoscolyn, Isle of 
Anglesey, LL65 2RQ, or phone 0407 
741593. Don't delay 1991 was fully 
booked (some Autumn weeks vacant). 


MAR Y SOL, Los Cristianos, Tenerife. 
Wheelchair accessible apartments and 
studios to rent or buy in luxury complex. 
Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
health treatments. Video available. 
Cheap flights. Sue Abbott, 123 
Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
Middx TW19 5NX, tel: (0753) 685718. 


For subscription 
details please 
see page 3. 
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FIND-A-FRIEND 


MALE, 33, with CP but mobile, seeks 
friends around Coventry area. Easy- 
going personality. Interested in sports 
(swimming, cycling, yoga). Likes an 
occasional drink out. Box No. 376. 


FEMALE, 37, recently divorced with 
SSF. Does a lot of voluntary work. 
Likes meeting people. Has a good sense 
of humour. Would like someone with 
same humour to write. Box No. 377. 


I AM 33, tall, fair, slim, female. I am 
fairly fit, enjoy swimming, riding, cine- 
mas, pubs and clubs and restaurants. I 
have Huntingdon’s Chorea, and I need a 
wheelchair outdoors, as my walking isn’t 
too good. I have my own flat, am totally 
independent, and get out and about, and 
like meeting people. Looking for male 
company. A recent photo would be 
appreciated. Box No. 378. 


INDEPENDENT GRADUATE 
MALE, 27, with cerebral palsy seeks 
female 20 plus (able bodied or disabled) 
for friendship/relationship. My interests 
include travelling, socialising and making 
loads of money! Females with similar 
interests must reply! Box No. 379. 


There is a short waiting list for Find-a- 
Friend advertisements. Do not worry if 
your ad 1s not in straight away, it will 
probably appear next month. 


For Find A Friend ads 
please send a cheque or 
postal order for £3 pay- 


able to Disability Now 
with your ad. This is to 
help cover our costs. 


FEMALE, VERY OUTGOING, 
actress, young at heart, reasonably young 
to look at. Blond, good mixer. Main dis- 
ability emphysemia. Seeks friend, prefer- 
ably male, if not female. 60 plus, 
definitely non-smoker. Box No. 380. 


To reply to a Find-A-Friend indicate the Box 
Number and mark the envelope Private and 
Confidential. If you do not tt will be opened. 
Send to Disability Nom, address on page 2. 


For people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able bodied persons 
Ladies should not be shy of applying! 


All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk iP1 2PB 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


The dating service with the PERSONAL touch 
LONELY???? 
There’s no need to be lonely any more, we at 


Intenational Introductions 
are here to help you find that special partner in 
life. Let us help you to stop that routine & 
loneliness and give you someone to look 
forward to — 
* Australian styled Dating Agency with 11 years experience 
¢ Disabled Welcome. 7 days a week - 24 hour day personal service 
* A totally personal service; with no computers 


* Strictly confidential service 
* Compatible partners assured 
* An efficient friendly office 


Why not call into our office and have a coffee and let us explain the many more 
advantages by joining us at: 


Intonational Irtroduchions 


“YOUR HAPPINESS IS OUR BUSINESS’ 


13 BARK STREET EAST, (Off Upper Bridge St), Bolton, 
BL1 2BQ or please phone us on: (0204) 387396 or 
35873 - NOT an answering machine. Also inquire with 


our executive office, 061 832 4272 


Low fees 
Lifetime 
Membership 
Unlimited 
Introductions 


THE SCALAMOBIL 
POWERED STAIR CLIMBER 


NOW YOU AND YOUR WHEELCHAIR CAN CLIMB 
STAIRS TOGETHER 


SEE US AT 


NAIDEX 91 — 
STAND 130 


SIMORG LIMITED 
ROOM 13, ENTERPRISE HOUSE 


7 GORDON STREET, 
LUTON LU1 2QP 


OR PHONE US ON (0582) 484785 


D 


isability Now October 1991 


24 CLASSIFIED 


Disability Programmes Unit 


Topical Features 


The BBC is doubling the output of its specialist disability programme One in Four from 
12 to 24 transmissions a year, and creating around this a training scheme for disabled 
production staff. We are looking for a disabled person to take up the post of programme 
Editor, a key role in this new Unit’s development. 

As well as taking editorial responsibility for the successful One in Four, you will 
lead and manage both the core and trainee production staff and will be expected to 
have the necessary life skills, gained as a disabled person, to undertake these tasks with 


knowledge and understanding. You will be responsible for effective resource allocation 
and control. You will need to show good editorial judgement, and a thorough 
appreciation of the complexity of contemporary disability issues. Above all, you must 
have the commitment to make a success of this training initiative, and to have exciting 
ideas for the on-air development of One in Four. 
The job will be offered as a one year short-term contract initially, starting as soon as 
possible. Salary £28,901 - £40,050 plus an allowance of £1,402 pa. Based West London. 


For further details contact Jeremy Gibson on 081-576 1502. 


For an application form, contact (quote ref. 8709/DI) BBC Corporate Recruitment 
Services, London WIA 1AA. Tel. 071-436 5555 Minicom 071-436 6700. 
Application forms to be returned by October 18th 


WORKING FOR EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY 


WANTED 


COMPUTER ENTHUSIAST wishes 
to contact fellow users of WP, spread- 
sheet programs, etc. View to exchange of 
help and ideas. Tel: (0245) 262712. 


Can anyone give me an ELECTRIC 
SCOOTER: I am on a very low income. 
I hope someone can help me please. Tel: 


(0300) 341582. 


FOR SALE 


POIRIER ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIR. Outdoor. Almost 
new. Attendant or manual control. 


Extra width seat adjustment for very 
large person. £1500 inc. battery charger. 
Tel: (0792) 873531. 


ELSWICK ENVOY CAR, 1700 miles. 
Vessa 3 wheelchair/driver’s seat. Full 
MOT. Hydraulically operated rear access 
door. Passenger seat. Service records 
since new. Radio. £5,500 ono. Tel: 081- 
677 1061. 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT, 18 months 
old, rarely used, good condition, £500 
ono. Tel: 051-355 563. 


VESSA VITESSE electric wheelchair. 2 
yrs old, hardly used. Cost £1,950, asking 
£1,150 ono. Tel: 081-874 1124. 


CHAIR LIFT right hand stair. £900 or 
near offer. Tel: (0484) 843258. 


STELLA HOIST by Mechanaids. Used 
to stand/transport highly disabled per- 
son. Hardly used. Cost £1,400, will 
accept £550. Tel: (0322) 669615 
(eves/ weekends). 


H REG NISSAN VERSA 6000 miles. 
Cost £9,000, accept £7,000, carries 5 
passengers in w/c. Clamps, ramps etc. 


Immaculate condition, only needs seeing. 
Tel: (0709) 895103 (Rotherham). 


OPEL KADETT 1984. In very good 
condition, 15,000 miles, one owner, fully 
adapted for para/tetraplegic driver at 
cost of around £800. Sensible offers in 
the region of £2500. Tel (0531) 821700. 


A REG DODGE, PETROL, 12 seater, 
safety belts throughout, back hoist for 


wheelchair, £4,500 ono. 
(0732) 848008. 


Mrs Negus, 


BUNGALOW FOR SALE in Coventry 
area. Spacious with two double bedrooms, 
in pleasant cul-de-sac location. Large liv- 
ing room with coal effect fire and ramped 
patio door to lovely back garden. Newly 
refitted kitchen. Bath/we with sliding 
door. Large garage with electrically oper- 
ated door, plus car standing space. 
£89,950. Tel: (0203) 466373. 


RED TURBO WHEELCHAIR 1985. 
Good working order, suit child 2 yrs 
upwards, spare wheels & tyres, cost over 
£2,500 will accept £400. Tel: (0993) 
812537. 


BEC STERLING SCOOTER 2 years 
old, recently serviced, cost new £1,595 
accept £850 ono. Tel: (0422) 376001. 
West Yorkshire. 


MINI CLUBMAN ESTATE 1982. 
Automatic hand controls. Coverted to 
take wheelchair at rear. Low mileage. 
VGC. £1,600 ono. Tel: 081-205 2380. 


BEC SUPASCOOTA. Used 2 years. 
Folding seat. Basket. Good condition. 
New battery. £445. Del? D.U.K. Tel: 
(0555) 893223 or (0555) 893592 and leave 
message. 


TOUCH CONTROL SYSTEM for 
domestic appliances using mains sig- 
nalling. 2 years old. 4 sockets. £480 new. 
Bargain £150. Tel: (0993) 812537 (Oxon). 


BEC 40 ELECTRIC wheelchair. 8 
months old, hardly used. £1,500 ono. 
Tel: (0904) 766219 after 6pm. 


GOWRINGS CHAIRMAN VISTA G 
reg, mint condition, just 8,000 miles. 
£6,000 ono. New vehicle over £8,000. 
Tel: (0993) 811708 (Oxford). 


Disability Now is not 
responsible for claims made 
in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims 
with the advertisers before 
relying on them. 


= 
Classified lineage advertisements 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or fullstop and a space after each sentence. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


Sea se We Coss ad sed a? eta ee ced bees Se a ceed ie 


Send this coupon with your name and address, da 
12 Park Crescent, London W1iN 4EQ. 


GBL SERVICES 
MANUAL LIGHT WEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIRS 
(New & Secondhand [All Types]) 
® Bought and Sold 
®Repairs, Services and Alterations 
®Parts Supplied ... Fitting Available 
® Hiring Service Available 


Advice and Alternative Enquiries 
Welcome Contact: Jamie: 
Unit E3 & E4, Shield Business 
Centre, Shield Drive, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 9EX 
Tel: 081-569 8955 


FOR SALE 
AMBULANCE 
Dormobile — Ford Transit 
Ratcliffe — Tail Gate Lift 
8 Seats — Prof. Maintained 
*X’Reg. 26,500 Miles 
8 seats — Posn. for 3 W/Chairs 
M.O.T. — £2475.00 
Tel: T. Gatfield 081 368 0765 


Wheelchair Carrier 
c/w ramps 
Fiat Fiorino 1987 white 
34,000 miles. Excellent condition 
throughout £2495 
Tel: 0903 815554 


FOR SALE 
GENUINE REASON FOR SALE - 
BEREAVEMENT. 


1) 1982 WHITE ELSWICK ENVOY 
special disabled driver. Low mileage. 
Hand controls. Automatic power 
steering. Gear lever extension. Includes 
wheelchair for car driver. Serviced by 
Dutton Forshaw. Offers invited. 


2) 2 WESSEX TRAVEL MASTER 


HOISTS. Electrically operated. Would 
need to be removed. Cost 3 y@ars 
ago, £2,500 for 2. Offers invited. 


3) NISSAN PRAIRIE G REG. 8,578 


miles. Metalic blue. Including 
electrically operated carchair (front 
passenger) . Sunroof. Excellent 
condition. £10,000 ono. 


Contact Mrs Matthewman 
(0253) 67116. 


Company Manager 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 


TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY 
USED FOR SALE FROM HALF 
PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND 
ADVICE - ALL AREAS 
COVERED. 


TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 
SOUTH 081 343 3535 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
scooters, battery cars. All makes, models 
wanted and for sale. Nearly new, hardly used 
from half price. Demonstrations and collections. 
Free advice. All areas. 

Contact Mr Gibbons 
Tel: 021-357 4965 anytime 


efficient service with affordable prices contact 
us today for further information and advice 
021-366 6796 


GRAEAE THEATRE COMPANY 
REQUIRE 


For their Tenth Anniversary Season with the National Tour of ‘Hound’ by Maria Oshodi. 
We are currently seeking applications for: 


3 Blind or partially sighted performers (Male and Female) 


Contracts commence 6th January - 17th May 1992. 
Equity/ITC Conditions of Employment apply to all the above posts 
Applications can be made in writing, Braille, large print or on tape. 
PLEASE APPLY TO: Ewan Marshall, Artistic Director, Graeae Theatre Company Ltd, 
25 Bayham Street, London NW1 OEY, tel: 071 383 7541/7492, fax: 071 383 5479. 
Graeae Theatre Company Ltd is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 


Stage Manager 


Renew your 
subscription 
in seconds! 


You can now renew your 
Disability Now subscrip- 
tion by Access or Visa 
over the phone. Call 
Gayle Mooney or Karen 
King on 071-383 4575. 


LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 
FOR SALE 
Part exchange your old heavyweight for a 
new lightweight model. New Quickie RX 
Folding Chair with Quick Release Wheels 
£733/GPV £1195. Second hand 
Quickies bought and sold. 
Further Information contact E.P.C. 
Peter (0252) 547939 (0831) 467 930. 


FOR SALE CENTRAL BRISTOL 
Large Victorian terraced house, 
4 bedrooms, 2 reception, 2 bathrooms, 
1 with wheelchair shower, large 
kitchen/diner, enclosed garden. 
Wheelchair accessible and Home 
Elevator, car parking space, new roof, 
good decor throughout, many original 
features. 

£88,000 ono Tel: 0272 240001 — Jon 


A HOBBY 


AS WELL AS EXTRA INCOME 
How would you like to learn about 
health and nutrition and then become 
a consultant. This is open to men 
and women, able or disabled. Work 
your own hours. A good opportunity 
not to be missed. 

Call Ann, 0323 31520 Anytime. 


“The Best Way to Buy or Sell Your Vehicle” 


One phone call to MOBILITY VEHICLE SEARCH will provide you with 
details of vehicles for sale meeting your specific requirements and put 


you in direct contact with the sellers FREE OF CHARGE. 


We have a large selection of vehicles listed for sale at bargain prices on 
our computer database i.e mini buses, adapted saloons, hatchbacks, 


estates, bartricars, scooters, wheelchairs, stairlifts etc... 


For a single 


inexpensive fee we will advertise your vehicle nationwide UNTIL SOLD! 


CALL MOBILITY VEHICLE SEARCH now 


Run By The Disabled For The Disabled 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO: Mobility Vehicle Search, 
74 Mandeville Road, Enfield, Middlesex, EN3 6SL 


(First line in bold capitals) 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
ytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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SEND US YOUR 
SMALLS ... 

... and make a big 
impression. Small ads in 
DN reach over 80,000 
people for just £3 a line 
(minimum £9). 

All small ads must be 
paid for in advance. If you 
want to advertise please 
use the form on the left. 
Send it and a cheque for 
the total to Disability 
Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
London W1iN 4EQ. 


CLASSIFIED 25 
ee ae 


to manage and develop the Centre and to work with individual users of the Centre A dam Pri ce Accessible 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING 


who are in complex situations. Vehicles 
Applicants could have experience of advice work, counselling, welfare work, or related If you need a vehicle to carry up to five seated 
SHAD Wandsworth and SHAD Lambeth can offer you an opportunity 
for independent living if: 


disability work and show evidence of management ability. Personal experience of passengers and a wheelchair but your budget 

disability is desirable. will not stretch to a new one, contact us. 

Application form and job description from Shelagh Diplock, The Brighton and Hove * Used accessible vehicles supplied 

Federation of the Disabled, 3, Rutland Gardens, Hove BN3 5PD. * Access conversions to your vehicle 

Closing date: 11.10.91. * Passenger use and access conversions to 
used vans 

* Realistic prices 

* Any make supplied 

Our comprehensive service includes locating a 

suitable vehicle, processing H.M. Customs & 

Excise requirements and delivery to your door. 


Tel:Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779 


* you are a severely physically disabled person. 
* you are able to manage your own life and direct a team of 2 or 3 facilitators. 

* you live in Wandsworth/Lambeth: or your home is in Wandsworth/Lambeth but live 
outside the borough: or you have strong family ties to Wandsworth/Lambeth: or you 
work in the borough and need to live close by. 


ASIAN PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ALLIANCE 
ADVICE AND INFORMATION OFFICER (P/T) 


We are not a sheltered housing scheme, you will be living in your 
own home and we can provide: 


To provide Advice and Information on areas affecting the lives of Asian disabled people. EVENTS 


Sound experience in the use of computers and setting up of information systems 
desirable. 


In view of the personal service to be provided to Asian people, ability to communicate in 
at least one Asian language, preferably Hindi, Urdu and/or Gujarati and personal 
knowledge of the cultures of the Asian community are essential to this post. 

Hours of work: 17 and a half hours. Salary: £6,000 (inc.) 

Applications from disabled people are encouraged and positively welcomed. 

For application form and details contact: APDA, Ground Floor, Willesden Hospital, 
Harlesden Road, London NW10 3RY. Tel: 081-459 5793. 


CLOSING DATE: Friday 11th October 1991 


* an adapted flat through a tenancy with a local housing association. 
* ateam of 2 or 3 people to facilitate your everyday physical needs. 
* the security of an organisation which has 10 year’s experience. 


Exhibition for the Disabled 
DISABILITY & MOBILITY 
PROMOTIONS 
Presents the NORTH EASTERN 


NATIONAL EXHIBITION 
to be held at 


NORTHUMBRIA CENTRE 
on Friday & Saturday 10th, 
11th April 1992 


Exhibitors who wish to stand at the above 
exhibition please apply before December ist 
1991.The show is situated between 
Sunderland and Newcastle and advertising will 
be of a very high profile throughout the North 
East, i.e. tv and radio, national and local press. 


If you would like more information or an application form please 
contact either: The Secretary, SHAD Wandsworth, Nightingale 
Centre, 8 Balham Hill, London SW12 9EA or phone 081 675 6095 

for Wandsworth applications: or Mike or Emma, SHAD Lambeth, The 
Co-op Centre, 11 Mowll Street, London SW9 6BG or phone 071-735 
2266 for Lambeth applications. 


SHAD Wandsworth is working towards being an equal opportunities organisation and we 
particularly welcome applications from black or asian women as they are under 
represented in the organisation. 


LM Parking for 1,500 cars. An exhibition not to be 

q \$ iit : 1 INS Tp missed - the first national one of its kind in the 
ye 7 area. Book early as demand will be heavy. 

gL Write or phone Dave Peacock, Disability & 


Mobility P ti Fe ctosn & Cl F ; M tha ; 
Ni ee aah da Did you know that Disability Now is a non-profit 
making newspaper and welcomes donations? 


If you can help, write to DN, address on page 2. 
NEWS QUIZ 
We may have the bee nnc 


job you are looking for! 1. ‘The One Small Step | | EAST BRISTOL YOUTH HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
ppeal 2. Naidex 3. Carl 


Lewis 4. People living near HOUSING WORKER 


The British Film Institute exists to encourage the the Docklands development 3 YEAR POST - 35 HOURS PER WEEK 
development of the art of film and television. It in London 5. David Owen 
operates the National Film Theatre, the Museum of : SALARY £12,318.00 

: : 4 l 6. The USSR 7. Yugoslavia 
the Moving Image and the National Film Archive. 8. 2-2 9. Brent Walker 10. East Bristol Youth Housing Association is a small local Housing Association 
Other activities include ; Film Production, Jean Tinguely. providing housing for 90 young single people. We are looking for someone with 
Distribution, Research, Education and Publishing. housing management and/or youth work experience to join our Housing Team 
We employ approximately 500 staff, mainly in a =a due to the current postholder changing jobs. : 
central London, undertaking a wide range of Ree gee ieaind neon ye ee esi oe East Bristol woe Housing earn age to 5 an Se eouaee Employer 
responsibilities from managerial and technical to ess lira band jsboeed as 4 an. Sai ae el. te 

: je s : i in the midlands area. josin ate: ctober = 
clerical and specialist professional. seine elgg 
P P ile snetaleminre Pate stinicrcta bag For more information contact East Bristol Youth Housing Association, 

The Institute is fully committed to its policy of equal disability equality. K 42 Chelsea Road, Easton, Bristol, BS5 GAF. Tel: (0272) 551201. 


opportunity for all and we would like to employ Write to: Mark Lee, 89 Foston Gate, Office wheelchair accessible, properties not necessarily. 
5 ° Wigston, Leicester LE8 1SS. 

people from all sections of the community. If you 

think that you may be interested in working for an 

organisation such as ours, please send in a full 

curriculum vitae to the address below:. or contact 

Lindsay Campbell in the Personnel Department for 


Leisure & Recreation Department 


further information and details of current vacancies. SPORTS DEVELOPMENT FOR THE COMMUNITY 
* : . The Department has recently reorganised its Sports and Play Development Section and has three key posts to fill. 
British Film Institute, 21 Stephen Street, This section’s aim is to bring sport and recreation opportunities to the Community. 


London W1P 1PL . Tel: 071 255 1444. The Sports Development posts require experience of Sports Coaching/Tuition with Governing Body coaching 


qualifications and Community Sports-related experience. Experience of outdoor pursuits would be preferred. 


Sports Development Supervisor 


Scale 6 Salary £15,447-£16,368 (inclusive of London Weighting) (Ref: DN/7/01 10) 


The post-holder will work within the community, particularly with people with disabilities, helping in the 
development of sport and recreation opportunities for disadvantaged groups. She/He will organise and run a 
variety of coaching courses/events and will need good oral and written communication skitis. 


In addition to this, supervisory experience is needed, and duties will include the overall development of section 
activities. 


Sports Development Worker 


Scale 5 Salary £13,845-£15,018 (inclusive of London Weighting) (Ref: DN/7/0109) 
The skills and experience required for this post are as outlined above, but without the need for Supervisory 
experience. 

All applicants shortlisted for the above posts will be required to undertake a practical coaching test. 


Applications from Registered Disabled people are positively encouraged, any with the pre-requisite qualifications 
will automatically be shortlisted. 


Executive Officer 


Scale 3 Salary £11,400-£12,099 (inclusive of London Weighting) (Ref: DN/7/011 2) 
The post holder will be responsible for providing an administrative and clerical support service to the staff 
employed within the Development team. 

Knowledge of office routines and the ability to demonstrate a committed attitude to providing a quality service is 
essential. 

If you also have the ability to deal with members of the public in a sensitive and caring manner we would like to 
hear from you. 


For this post all Registered Disabled candidates will automatically be shortlisted. 


PARKSIDE HEALTH AUTHORITY 
ST. CHARLES HOSPITAL 


P/T SECRETARY 
£9,876 - £11,227 pa pro rata 


We are currently looking for a part time secretary to work 25 
hours per week in our Occupational Therapy Department. 


Applicants should have typing skills, good organisational 
skills and an ability to cope under pressure and prioritise 
work. Word processing skills are desirable. 


For further information contact Mrs Linda Fox, Head 
Occupational Therapist, tel: O81 969 2488 ext. 2629. 


P/T SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR 
£145.98 - £150.35 per week pro rata 


A vacancy also exists for a part time Switchboard Operator to 
work 19.5 hours per week (hours variable, some weekend 
work). The postholder will be required to operate a Merlin DX 
Switchboard in a busy hospital environment. 


Previous switchboard experience is desirable. 
Women and people from black groups are under represented in this field and we 
would therefore welcome applications from these groups. 

Section 38 (1) Race Relations Act 1976, Section 48 Sex Discrimination Act 1975 applies. 
Applications are particularly welcome from Southwark residents. 

Application forms and further details are available from: Personnel Section, Leisure 


and Recreation Department, 186 Walworth Road, London SE17 1JJ. Tel: € 071-703 Southwark 
e 


0352. 9.00am-5.00pm Monday-Friday. 


An Equal Opportunities Employer. Counci 
Last date for receipt of application forms: 25th October, 1991. 


For further information contact Mr Peter Connolly, General 
Services Manager, tel: 081 969 2488 ext. 2380. 


Application forms and job descriptions for both posts are 
available from the Personnel Department, St. Charles Hospital, 
Exmoor Street, London W10 6D2Z. Tel: 081 968 2386. 


Working Towards Equal Opportunities. 
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6 CLASSIFIED 


NALTIICINAIL) CHOULILEIGIEY 


COURSES: 

A full range of courses for students with physical and sensory 
disabilities, residential and day. 

CPVE, GCSE, BTEC (First Level and National), A level, RSA, 
City and Guilds, LCC, Pitmans; access courses pre-degree) in 
Art, Engineering Studies, Business Studies, Social Sciences. 
Course can be broadened with subjects taught at Tile Hill 
College of Further Education. 


ACADEMIC FACILITIES: 

A wide range of computer and Information Technology 
facilities in the Supported Self Study Centre (including all-day 
tutor support). 

Three networked Computer Suites to support all courses. 
Art, Photography and Science Suites. 

Extensive video production and editing facilities based in the 
fully equipped Theatre. 

Individual study support with a professional team of assistants. 


NATIONAL ACCESS CENTRE: 


The National Co-ordinating centre for the National Federation 


facilities provide access to education, training and employment. 
Consultants to the Open University. Many years’ experience 
in the assessment of the micro technology and study needs of 
students with disabilities. Industrial and Commercial 
In-Service Training. 


GENERAL FACILITIES: 

120 study-bedrooms, 24 hour care and nursing support, 
independence, personal and social education. Integration of 
disabled and able bodied, residential and day students. 
Swimming, physiotherapy, speech therapy, careers and 
higher education counselling. 


Resident and non resident conference facilities. 


RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT: ‘ 

Nuffield Interactive Book project; Empathy Employment 
Service; Empathy Ltd (the college charitable company); 
Empathy Enterprise Park Development; full involvement in 
Coventry and Warwickshire Training Enterprise Council (TEC); 
full involvement in Coventry Chambers of Commerce; 
LCCI Business Administration Course I/II (NVQ) to begin; 
Student Outreach Service; Kurator supported work placements. 


of ACCESS Centres (NFAC): assessment and support 


The National College for Students 


with Physical and Sensory Disabilities 


Hereward College of Further Education, 


Telephone: (0203) 461231 Fax: (0203) 694305 


AUDIO/COPY 
TYPIST/ 
WP OPERATOR 


Salary £12,306-£13,536 
inclusive of London Allowance 


The AMA is a voluntary organisation 
representing the interests of Metropolitan 
Local Authorities in England. 


We are seeking an experienced audio/copy 
typist/wp operator for a period of six months 
initially, with a strong possibility of the post 
being made permanent. 


Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, Coventry CV4 9SW 


The person should have a typing speed of 
50 words per minute, relevant typing 
qualification and a good command of English. 


Word Processing skills, a flexible approach, 
ability to work under pressure and 
commitment to AMA’s Equal Opportunity 
policy is essential. 


Ability to operate the Adler Screentyper and/ 
or Wordperfect (5.1) would be an advantage. 


People with disabilities are under-represented 
at this level. Those people with registered 
disabilities who meet the job specification will 
be guaranteed an interview. The building is 
accessible to people with disabilities. 


For further details please write or phone for an 
application form to The Secretary, AMA, 

35 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3B). 
Telephone 071-222 8100. Closing date for the 
post is Monday 30th September 1991. 


Association of Metropolitan Authorities 


Network Radio 


Production Trainees 1992 


Do you shout at your radio? Do you think you could do the job better yourself? If you 
want to produce factual speech programmes for Radio 3, Radio 4 or Radio 5 - this 


could be the scheme for you. 


After formal training and up to 2 years of working attachments you’ll be eminently 
well qualified to become a fully fledged producer of programmes like Start the Week, 
You and Yours, This Family Business, Third Ear, Science Now, Kaleidoscope, 
Face the Facts, Loose Ends or Woman’s Hour. 


You'll need to be - 


* enthusiastic about network radio; 


* 


* 


able to hear the difference between a good programme and a bad one; 
imaginative, so that you can translate your ideas into exciting radio. 


Your maturity and breadth of experience and interest will be considered as 
important as your educational qualifications. You’ll also need to be energetic, 
innovative, insatiably curious, able to communicate easily verbally and in writing - and 


at least 22. 


Applications from those with disabilities, or from black and Asian people, are 
particularly welcome as these groups are under-represented in network radio 


production. 


The initial salary will be £14,021 plus an allowance of £1,500 and is reviewed at the 


end of the first year. 


Further details of the Scheme and application form are available from (quote ref. 
8504/DI) BBC Corporate Recruitment Services, London W1A 1AA. Tel: 071-436 
5555 Minicom 071-436 6700. The information is also available on a short cassette for 


visually handicapped applicants. 


Completed forms must be returned by 18th October 1991. 
Preliminary interviews will be held from 20th - 24th January 1992. You should 
know if you’re being invited by Christmas. The training commences September 1992. 
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WORKING FOR EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY 


ereward 
Colca 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the Advertisement Manager, 
Richard Gresham, Kingslea Press Limited, 12 Dock 
Offices, Surrey Quays Road, London SE16 2XU. 
Telephone 071- 252 1362. Fax: 071- 237 8019. 


DISABILITY ACTION WESTMINSTER 
DISABILITY INFORMATION SERVICE CO-ORDINATOR 


Disability Action Westminster requires a full-time Co-ordinator for its 
Disability Information Service office in Warwick Row, London SW1, 

You will provide information to disabled people on all aspects of daily life, 
including welfare benefits, assisted by and supporting a team of trained 
volunteers. 

Experience in public information work and knowledge of welfare rights an 
advantage. 

People with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply; premises are 
accessible. 

NJC Scale 6, point 26 — £14631, including London Weighting (1991 pay 
award pending). 

For job description & application form, contact Phil Corddell, 

Disability Action Westminster, 41 Chippenham Road, London W9 2AH 
(Telephone: 071-266 2143). 

Closing date for returned applications: Friday 18th October 1991 
Interview date: Monday 28th October 1991 


WALTHAM FOREST EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 


PROJECT LEADER (DISABILITY) 
£18,213 to £20,203 (Unqualified £11,013 to £12,315) inc pa 


If you are a Youth Worker experienced in: 

- developing policy and Work programmes for young people with disabilities 
- implementing equal opportunities 

- empowering young people with disabilities 

- working with Black and Asian people with disabilities 
Contact us now. 

Applicants are restricted to candidates who have a disability. 
Closing date: 11.11.91 

For an application form and further details apply to: 

The Recruitment Team, Personnel Unit, Education Department, 
Municipal Offices, High Road, London E10 5QJ. 

Tel: 081-527 5544 ext. 5351. 


ar ae ey 
THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
ane 


Waltham 
% ) Forest 


ie 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


REF:G130 


All posts are available for job share. 

Job details are available on tape on request. 
Waltham Forest serves a multi-racial community and 
welcomes applications from women, black and 
ethnic minorities, people with disabilities, lesbians 
and gay men to help build a representative workforce. 


PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 


Access Officer 
S9 £19461 - £21186 


Sheffield is committed to improving the built environment of People with 
Disabilities and the success of the previous postholder’s work can be 
seen in recent major developments such as the Meadowhall Shopping 
Complex and the World Student Games facilities. 


We have just adopted an Access Policy and have also sanctioned the 
setting up of an Access Group composed of disabled people to ensure 
that detailed consultation takes place on the many major developments 
planned for the City. The implementation of the Policy and the facilitation 
of the Group will be two of the prime duties of the Access Officer. 


The successful candidate will also be providing advice and guidance to 
other Officers of the Council, owners, occupiers and developers of 
buildings, together with ensuring that development plans and individual 
schemes reflect the needs of people with disabilities. The post has the 
added responsibility of administering an Urban Programme Access Grant. 


Candidates should have: 


* direct experience of disability 

* the ability to work with People with Disabilities 

* excellent communication skills which can be applied in an assertive 
manner. 


It is also desirable that candidates possess some skills in the 
understanding of plans and some knowledge of building/architectural 
design. 


This post is restricted to applicants with a disability: Section 9(i) of the 
Employment Act 1944 applies. 


This post is jointly funded by the Personnel Department and Land 
Planning. 


Informal enquiries to David Whitfield, tel O742 735568 or 
Andy Topley, tel 0742 734190. 


APPLICATION FORMS AND FURTHER 
DETAILS FROM THE JOB SHOP, GROUND 
FLOOR, TOWN HALL EXTENSION, 
SHEFFIELD S1 2HH, TEL 0742 735417. 


CLOSING DATE 17TH OCTOBER. 


Working towards 
equal opportunities. 
Job sharers welcome 


CLASSIFIED 27 


DEADLINES FOR NOVEMBER ISSUE 


Booking by 11 October 
Camera ready artwork/copy by 15 October 


Strathcona Theatre Company 


A unique theatre company of people with 
learning difficulties requires 
A PART-TIME DIRECTOR/ADMINISTRATOR 
Salary £6,396 basic per annum (17% hour week) 
This well established Company is seeking a second person to work alongside the 
existing Director. We are looking for an enthusiastic and creative worker with specialist 
skills and/or experience in: devising drama workshops and theatre productions; 


fundraising and general administration. Applicants must be sensitive to the differing 
needs of company members, to ensure their continuing role in the development of 


Strathcona Theatre Company. 
A clean driving licence is essential. 
Closing date: 25th October 1991 
For an information pack and application form please send a large SAE to: 
Strathcona Theatre Company, 15 Reservoir Road, London SE4 2NU. 


Strathcona is an equal opportunities employer. 


DISABILITY ACTION SUTTON 
ACCESS WORKER 


e DISABILITY 
e ACTION 
e SUTTON 


Based in Sutton the successful applicant will have experience/knowledge of 
disability issues and be able to promote improved access within the borough. 
D.A.S. in working towards an equal opportunities policy, welcomes 
applications from all sections of the community. We strongly encourage 
disabled people to apply. 

For application form, please contact 081-643-6059 (24 hours) or write to 
Disability Action Sutton 
Sutton West Centre 
Robin Hood Lane, Sutton, Surrey SM1 2SD 
Salary £12,747 & Outer London Weighting (under review). 36 hour week. 


Closing date 17.10.91. 


Applications are invited for the 
above post 


ST. BRIDGET’S CHESHIRE HOME 


RUSTINGTON, WEST SUSSEX 


DEPUTY HEAD OF CARE 


St. Bridget’s is a purpose built home for younger people with 


physical disabilities. 
We seek a person who can deputise for the Head of Care. The 

successful applicant will be responsible for ensuring that the 

Residents receive all the care/medical expertise that they may 


require. 
A relevant Nursing Qualification required. Experience of working 
with people with disabilities would be an advantage. 


Salary negotiable. 
For further information, Job Description and application form 
please contact Paulene Kelcey on Rustington 0903 783988. 


Informal discussion and visit welcome. 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


FOR; PEOPLE: WHA CGERE BRA L PAL Sy 


North Region Personnel Officer 
Scale 8: £16014 - 17271 (Pay Award Pending) 


A vacancy has arisen for an enthusiastic, qualified and experienced 
Personnel Officer to join a committed staff team in the Society’s North 


Region. 
The person appointed will be responsible for the provision of a full range of 


personnel services to staff within the Region consistent with the Society’s 
aims, objectives and policies. He/she will also be required to support local 


voluntary groups affiliated to the Society. 
Applications from people with disabilities would be very welcome. 


A lease car may be available. 
A job description, application form and further details are available from: 
Jane Edgeley, Regional Office Administrator, The Spastics Society, North 
Regional Office, 8 Brindley Way, Wakefield 41 Business Park North, 
Wakefield WF2 OXQ. Tel. 0924 828980. 
Closing date for applications is Thursday 10th October 1991. 


WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
DOWN: 1. Black 2. Ambidex- 


\CROSS: 1. Braille 4. Rhea 8. 

\lbert 10. Rambo 11. Do 12. _ trous 3. Larder 5. Home truth 
<idney 13. Sitar 14. Taxi 16. 6. Aboard 7. Brash 9. Toy 14. 
Mud 17. Sweat 20. Onrush ‘Trojan 15. Asher 16. Massie 
1. Shot 22. Pears 24. Art 25. 20. Spay 23. Ate 


Nasty 26. Eleven 


=| 
S Watch for our regular job advertisements placed in national, professional, minority and the 
= free local press or check our weekly Vacancy Bulletin at local libraries, Community = 
2 _=__ Centres and Council Offices including East Ham Town Hall reception. Details of | 
=F many jobs can also be found at local Job Centres. By 
= So why not think about joining the cast of the z= 
= “Real EastEnders”! 
7 Foratecos — COUNCIT 
welcome applications. sections 
community. Job sharers welcome. 


STRIVING FOR EQUALITY = 


‘OPEN ACCESS' TO JOBS 


As the largest City Council in the country and by far the biggest employer in 
Birmingham, we employ over 50,000 people, and regularly have a number of 
vacancies of all types and at all levels - manual, craft, office, technical and 


managerial. 

The present make-up of our workforce does not reflect the community it serves. 
In order to help us change this, we particularly welcome more job applications from 
women and men with disabilities, who are under-represented in many areas of 


work. 
Interested?... then make sure you see our weekly Job Search’ which lists all of 


our current vacancies. It can be seen at all Job Centres, Neighbourhood Offices, 
most Public Libraries and Recreation and Community Services establishments in 
Birmingham. You can also obtain Job Search’ by ‘phoning 021-235 3852 during 
office hours. Selected vacancies also appear in every Thursday's Birmingham 


Evening Mail. 


"4 Birmingham City Council 


The City Council welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community, irrespective of race, colour, gender, 
sexuality or disability. 


Job Sharers welcome, no partner necessary. 


Newham, situated in the heart of East London, encompasses many amenities and facilities with exciting 


developments in Docklands and many other parts of the Borough. We also enjoy excelienttransportlinks, 
through Stratford, Plaistow, East Ham and other sites, so you can reach us by road, rail, underground and 


even by air via the City Airport. 


as an employer and a provider of services. Aware of the disadvantages that people can suffer in 
employment, we seek to combat discrimination in all its manifestations. Applications for jobs are 
particularly encouraged from members of many of the minority groups known to be under- z= 
represented in the workforce and these include members of the Asian, African, Caribbeanand = 
other ethnic minority people, women, people with disabilities and Lesbians and Gay Men. 2 
= 


a copy of our weekly vacancy bulletin. Just 
complete the coupon below and send it to:- 


Head of Personnel and Management Services, 
Room 8.10, Taberner House, Park Lane, Croydon, 
CR9 3JS 


or telephone the Personnel and Management 
Services Department on 081-686 4433 Ext. 2011. 


Croydon Council welcomes applications from 
all people who make up the Community itserves. 


In particular we welcome more job applications 
from women and men with disabilities, who are 
under-represented in many areas of work. 


To help ensure that people with disabilities 
know what's on offer we can regularly send you 


PEOPLE WITH ABILITIES 


| would like to receive details of the Council's vacancies. 
WAG cs Ere eee etme ee eee hee 


MaAddiesss oo a ee ee ee 
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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28 NEWS 


Wheelchair customers 
can’t be pushed around 


Disabled people should be 
treated as customers when 
being assessed for a wheelchair, 
says director of the Spinal 
Injuries Association Stephen 
Bradshaw. 

Speaking at a conference on 
wheelchair provision in the 
1990s, organised in London last 
month by the Chartered Soci- 
ety of Physiotherapists and the 
Royal Association for Disability 
and Rehabilitation (RADAR), 
he said “the old fashioned 
approach that the patient is 
always wrong” must go. 

“The experienced consumer 
is, in almost all cases, the best 
judge of what is best for them. 
A new motto should be 
adopted: the customer is right.” 

Mr Bradshaw wanted the 
relationship between assessor 
and customer to parallel that 
between a client and accoun- 
tant, with the customer making 
the final decision about what 
equipment they need. 

“The old approach of simply 
forcing disabled people into 
whatever chair is available must 
be outlawed.” 

“To avoid abuse within the 
system”, he wanted all 
wheelchair services monitored 
by a central advisory group and 
several local advisory commit- 
tees, with at least half the 


members disabled people. 

“If disabled people are to get 
the wheelchair service they 
deserve there is a lot more 
work to be done. We should be 
invited to comment on the ser- 
vice and put forward proposals 
to improve it.” 

Morigue Cornwell, director 
of the Banstead Mobility Cen- 
tre, argued: “If government 
funding was increased, the ser- 
vice would provide mobility for 
many more disabled people. 
Until this happens, disabled 
people will have to buy prod- 
ucts themselves or rely on 
charities.” 

RADAR’s_ director Bert 
Massie, who chaired the con- 
ference, said: “The new 
wheelchair service is too frag- 
mented and too financially con- 
strained. There should be an 
organisation that represents all 
disabled people using the 
wheelchair service and national 
guidelines on wheelchair provi- 
sion must be drawn up.” 
fhe Government has 
launched a group to advise on 
rehabilitation services for peo- 
ple with physical disabilities. 
Chaired by former Disablement 
Services Authority chairman, 
Lord Holderness, members 
include disability consultant 
Anne Davies and Lord McColl. 


Riding high: members of the British dressage team from the Riding for the Disabled Asso- 


ciation brought home three medals from the 2nd World Championships in Denmark. 


Where’s the sharing in caring? 


Only one in 20 disabled chil- 
dren are receiving respite care, 
according to a report published 
last month by the charity 
National Childrens Home 
(NCH). 

Sharing the Caring also 
reveals that three out of four 
children with the most severe 
disabilities do not get any 
respite care. 

The report shows that many 
families only discover respite 
care services by accident and 


ents that services exist. 

“It is shocking that the vast 
majority of families with dis- 
abled children are receiving so 
little practical support,” said 
NCH _ chief. executive Tom 
White. 

“Many children with the 
most severe disabilities need 
almost 24-hour care, and yet 
their families are expected to 
cope alone. 

“We believe there should be 
an immediate increase in 


working together with volun- 
tary organisations to develop 
new schemes.” 

The NCH is also asking local 
authorities to ensure there are 
accurate registers of disabled 
children and that families are 
given information on respite 
care as laid down in the new 
Children Act coming into force 
this month. 


Sharing the Caring, £5 from the 
NCH, 85 Highbury Park, Lon- 


that GPs, hospitals and social 
workers often do not tell par- 


respite care provision, with 
health and local authorities 2033. 


don NS IUD, tel: 071-226 


The Ford Escort has always been one of the best 


selling cars in the Motability scheme, and the latest 
Ford Escort should be no exception. 


Although only slightly wider than its predecessor, 


it's considerably roomier inside. Shallower sills and 
taller doors that open wider, make getting in and out 
easier, particularly when you have awkward items to 


carry, such as a foldaway wheelchair. 


When we designed the 


new Escort, we considered 


every kind of family. 


Height adjustable front seat belts ensure all 
occupants travel comfortably, and there's also a remote 
release (on L models and above) for the new lower and 
wider tailgate. 

Another creature comfort is power assisted 
steering, available for the first time as an option 
(1.6 litre engine models only). : 

For more information fill in the coupon opposite 
or call freephone 0800 252 983. 


, 


Alternatively, contact one of our Motability 
specialists (you'll find one at almost every Ford main 
dealership). They'll also be able to give you details 
of the special Escort for disabled drivers. 


Remember, you don't have to be a disabled driver 


to qualify for the Motability scheme. In fact you don't 
have to be disabled at all. If you have a friend or 
someone in your family who is disabled you simply 


have to be nominated by them to act as their ‘chauffeur! 


[ Ford Motor Company, FREEPOST, Dept EWA, q 
St. Mary's Green, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3BR. | 
Please send me the Motability scheme details. 
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